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4 that I do not think it my duty to 

bs Senate upon the subject. If, eee. 

Ee t feel dis posed to act upon it during 

§ . session, | wish them to signify it now, 

c ot intend to o trouble them hereafter 
a > it. os be their pleasure to act upon 


E _ tha ype that it will be taken 
n now, or some day fixed for its 

indifferent as to the day. My 
ear of the subject one way or the 
, matter, [ think, of some importance, 
the feelings of the country, and | 
ed in pursuance of what I conceive to be 

entiment. If the Senate, however, is 
iss the subiect by during this ses- 
ild be glad, upon a test vote, that Sena- 
| retuse to take up the bill. I shall then 

with it. If they are disposed to act 
| hope they will take it up now. 

s not been referred to any committee. 
because there was no com- 
‘t of it properly belonged. 
eeded no reference. I laid 
vith the expectation of ask- 
and consider it, and I 
I hope the vote will be 

a test vote, so that, if gentlemen are 
ed to consider it, they will vote against 

They would relieve me by taking 
e. Ll move, therefore, to take up for 

the bill * change the mode of 

ating members of Cengress.’’ 

The tion was agreed to; and the Senate, asin 
ee of the W hole, proceed d to consider 
yposes to enact that after March 3d, 
all be paid to each Senator, Repre- 
ye, a 1 Dele oe ate, a salary of $2,000 per an- 
+h if to be paid upon his attendance at 
evinning of a session, and the other half at 

e end of the session; also twenty cents for each 
distance from his residence to the « capite al 
ght line; and that the Secretary of the 

© Treasury shall deduct at the end of a session ten 
rs for each day the Senator, Representative, 

may have been absent, unless such 

e were occasioned by his sickness, or the 

‘his wife or child. It also provides 

t each member shall, at the end of the session, 

ve rify under oath, a statement of how 
vs A absented himself: 

Mi DERWOOD. Mr. President, as the 

up ve consideration, I will make a brief 

ent to the Senate with reference to it. My 

mn is, that owing torthe change of the 

currency of the country—owing to the change of 

ies since 1818, when the go nage of mem- 

if Congress was fixed by law, the compen- 

nm now allowed is inadequate, compared with 

- | ] allowed the other officers of the Gov- 

sd nent. I think there ought té be some increase 
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vas a subject that n 

nthe tat le 1 
bers to take it up 


+ l > if 
take It up. 
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m ‘o place the members of Congress upon a footing 
a others. I have, therefore, proposed to raise 
m= ‘ecompensation to $2,000 per annum. At pres- 
F ', the per diem allowance for the short session, 


inety days, is only $720. The per diem 
wance of a member for a long session depends, 


E Severy gentleman knows, upon the duratien of 
é session, and it fluctuates very much. Some- 
: és it may amount to, or exceed $2,000. At 


er times it will not come up to it. Weall know 
y well that although there are about nine 
s after the adje ournment of Congress at the 
ition of the short session, before we meet 
1 the December following, it cannot be very 
iy employed i in professional pursuits. Ifa 


ail 
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member is elected for the ensuing Congress, he 
W 8 to devote his time to investigating the busi- 
éss,and stud ying the subjects likely to come up in 
: vurse of his term. And we know, also, thata 

service here interrupts most materially all the busi- 
hess in which we are in the habit of engaging at 
home. The utility of a member—his weight ‘and 

ence here greatly depend upon the manner in 
which he spends the recess. He should devote 


8 ime . public affairs, and if he does that, 
“an pay but little attention to his own. 
Por these considerations I am disposed to make 
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members of 
I have therefore proposed $2,000 


some increase of compensation to 
Congress. 


an annua! salary; and I — in the bill allowed 
the same mileage, I believe, as is now a lowed by 
law, with this differen ( e—my bill proposes tl : 
the mileage allowed shall be estimated upon a 


straight line; whereas the mileage now allowed is 
variously estimated—sometimes giving us Indis 
rubber lines, as I have seen it stated in a re 
publication, for politic al pt rp ses 
tance traveled by members fi 


ry) ' 
Thus the dis- 


rom the same district 
1s elongated or shortened, according to the claim 
made by the member representing the d ict at 
this or that time. Sometimes we chargé y the 
winding of rivers, and sometimes by the usual 


road traveled. There is no fixed or certain rule, 
and the compensation paid is as various as t 
GConsciences of members, those traveling s! 
distances often receiving more than t 
travel much further. 

Thére is no uniformity a the present 
charging mileage. My bi 
upon a uniform footing, wad then to produce one 
other effect: Instead of allowing us to 
ourselves, in violation of old common 
law maxim that no one ought to be a judge in his 
own case, I have proposed that the mileage to be 
paid shall be ascertained, according to the 
prescribed, by a disinterested 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
then select a disinterested person to et 
and decide uponit. Hence it must 
result that those objections which have ta n taken 


hose who 


I iode of 


proposes to place au 


udge for 


that good 


rule 
person, viz: the 
[I cive the rule, and 
“arr y t 


1eceE Ssarily 


in the newspapers and through the country to the 
resent mode of compensation will be obviated 
rhe mileage allowed will more than compensat 


any individual for coming to and returning home 


from the capital. It will a good deal more than 
do it; and I had another object in view I wished 
to allow a mileage which would more than com- 
pensate the actual travel and the time spent in 


coming and returning, in order to give some ad- 
vantage to the members who live remote 
from the capital. I thought that those who lived 
within striking distance of their homes, consider- 
ing the railroad facilities now furnished, and who 
could, perhaps, two or three times during 
sion, visit their families, ought to consent that those 
of us who lived at a greater distance, parti ularly 
those living upon the Pacific coast, should have 
some little advantage in consequence of their | 
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tion. I was therefore disposed to retain the mile- 
age as it stood at present, only making the reform 
which I have indicated. 

Mr. BAYARD. The Senator from Kentucky 


will allow me to suggest to him that | think he 
has reduced the mileage one half. He has put 
at twenty cents per mile. I think the pr 
mileage is forty cents. 

Mr. UNDE RWOOD. I believe it is twenty 
cents for going, and tw enty cents for returning. — 

Mr. HALE. I believe it forty cent 

way. 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Then I have uninten- 
tionally made a mistake in the bill. I did not in- 
tend to make such a reduction; and I think if the 
bill is examined, it will be found to be precisely in 
conformity to the law as it now stands; for that 
was the great object I had in view. 

Mr. BUTLER. The mileage now ise 
lars for every twenty miles, and that is forty cents 
a mile. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I state that my object 
was to make it precisely what it now is; and if 
the bill is notso drawn, and my friend will prepare 


esent 


is each 


cht dol- 


an amendment, I will accept it with a great deal of 


pleasure. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
the honorable Senator, I move to strike out twenty 
and insert forty. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [hope that will be done. 
I believe, by unanimous consent, I can accept the 
amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there 
objection, the amendment wil! be made. 

here was no objection. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. The only objection which 


be no 


If that was the intention of 
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I in sé can now he ratior ally tak é 
billis, that operate apparently wit! me lt 
« . Vy i 1! ‘ ‘ tag tad 
t . and W », here . conse ence r the 
i Oo: Cn < MAY i el ly 
than they w eceive é per n of t 
I] Bi t } ! e! be ‘ are SO situale } 
will rT » vie d 1 ‘ ‘ I 
has perhay ered ext int, for the 
pose of | up < rs 1 , | conee , have 
been unde d. Itwil n ew 
half-way gr ! it will operate as an inct 
.large majority, while it will diminish to 
extent, | Imut, the ! n of t wil 
have “et Ve | \ Vi sums Ss tleag 
seque of t they live f it 
i d rrar, a 1 | eve f chat 
rv y clu I es tray [thi “ 
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cond ition of the cour y The b s 
up by the roots, and propos tt low 1 
after. W unde ook ti ear ¢ tl llow 
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introduced by the Se tor f Mat * IM 
Pearce,] and p l two is ago HH 
prohibited t! owance « nstructive 
I 
tan Execut ve es on ed por tne 
of a new Admini tio B 
the implication was eft that if there I 
tive sessk ul iy othe 
was wed, and | heve the 
» Senate ha bee ~~ twit st ging th 
of that | ill, { econstr ti nl e at 
Executive SeSSI io j ta tin f 
the coming in of a new Ad ! Sir, 1 
it was proper to pass Aw pr vith? 
ance at an Executive session nm the 
ing in of anew Administration, y 
to wet cieal of it at n Exe tive Ion ¢ 
any other time. ‘This bill mal 1 d 
ation in that way It refu t 
ive mileage under any and ( 
i have provid lt half 
hal be | ud te I ! I e! 
the seat of Government. 1 tt 
the adjournment of ¢ rress, en 
home. i hardly Ww hetne | 
a remark which I shall suby i 
it, without design! to wt d the f 
individual upon the face.of the earth i 
will not have that effect. But, allow n 
that it isa principle of i ret 
what tempted to ¢ Lint a 
which our regular pay is meted ! 
ble that members of Congcre 
degree, be tempted to prole e xX { 
gress for t f € he i 
State Legis eS t f 
temptatior f that } ot : I 
tures 1 our State I ' O, 
stances, have prov led aga t tl ’ 
likely to result from such tem I 
found it nece ary to} 
the practice of prol 
per diem compensatior I 
the more exalted statior 
exempt from the comm<é | 
than members of State L ! 
hend that what | he f 
proper in reference to them, m f 
necessary and proper in ! | 
therefore, selected il - y, and 
to give one hail to the membel! Line! 
Congress, and t ot t 
so that there shal! be no tem; 
prolong the sessions; it if there f 
tion resulting from the mode of compe! 
will be to discharge the dutie pron ly, 
business of tne peop e, and ro home 
Now, Sir, you have the wnhno.e ope 


had in view in introducing the bill. | 
poned its operation to a time when I 
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left the Senate. I have made it prospective, be- 
cause it will give the people an opportunity, 
through their representatives, to act upon it Ina 
new Congress. If the people should be dissatis- 
fied with its provisions, they will, it being pro- 
spective, instruct their representatives to repeal it; 
and I have no doubt, in such a case, that the Sen- 
ate would concur with the other branch of the 
National Legislature in repealing it. I remember 
perfectly well—for I was old enough then to pay 
attention to political affairs—when the compensa- 
tion bill passed in 1816, giving an annual salary, 
as I propose now to do, that the effect of its pas- 
sage was to turn out of office almost every man 
that voted for it. Mr. Clay, I think, was the only 
survivor of the storm in the State of Kentucky— 
perhaps Colonel Johnson was another; but with 
those exceptions, all from Kentucky who voted 
for it went by the board. Now, it may be said 
that this bill will have the same effect. Not so. 
So far as I have noticed the manifestation of pub- 
lic sentiment, through the press, in regard to the 
proposition which I have made, it has been uni- 
formly favorable all over the country. What is 
the ground of difference? It is this: The mem- 
bers of Congress who passed the bill of 1816, 
pocketed the money which they allowed them- 
selves; they made it retrosp<ctive, or it went into 
effect immediately; so that they were benefited by 
it; and hence the people received it with indigna- 
tion. They condemned members of Congress for 
running their hands into the public Treasury, and 
putting money in their pockets without giving 
them an opportunity of speaking on the matter , 
before it was done. Witha perfect recollection of 
the effect of the measure of 1816, of the manner 
in which it operated upon the representatives from 
Kentucky who voted for it, I have framed this 
bill. I have made it prospective—not to take effect 
during this Congress—in order to submit it to the 
consideration of the people. If they approve it, 
it will remaina law. If they are dissatisfied, they 
will, as I have already said, instruct their repre- 
sentatives to repeal it, and the Senate will no doubt 
conform to the popular wishes. Having thus ex- 
plained the measure which I have thought proper 
to introduce, I shall have nothing more to say 
upon it, unless it be attacked in a manner in which 

I think it should not be. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to say a few words 
upon this bill, but before doing so, I ask that the 
third section may be read. 

Mr. BAYARD. I wish to move to amend the 
bill by striking out that section, and, with the per- 
mission of the Senator, [| will do so now. I cer- 
tainly could not vote for the bill with it in. I 
therefore move to strike the following from the 
bill: 

“ Sec.3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury shall deduct from the compensation to be 
paid as aforesaid, at the end of the session, ten dollars for 
each day the member or delegate may have been absent 
from bis seat during the sitfing of the House of which he is 
a member, unless such absence was occasioned by his sick 
ness or the sickness of his wife or child; and each Senator, 
Representative, or Delegate, shall state at the end of each 
session how many days be hath so absented himself, and 
verify his statement on oath; aud if any Senator. Repre 
sentative, or Delegate, shall refuse to furnish such state 
ment, no payment shall then be made to him.’’ 

Mr. BADGER. There is no member of this 
or the other House of Congress, more fully sen- 
sible than [ am that the compensation paid to the 
members of both Houses is grossly inadequate, 
and there is no member of either House more 
ready to take the responsibility, if it be one, of 
passing a proper law to make a just and ade- 
quate remuneration to us, not upon the principle 
of an imperfect payment of our expenses, but upon 
the principle expressly directed by the Constitu, 
tion asa ** compensation for’’ our ** services.”’ In 
every other department of the Government, the 
compensation is graduated with some view to the 
services to be rendered, and the expenses to be in- 
curred. But the services were entirely left ont of 
view, so far as I have been able to see, by those 
who were engaged in constructing the act which 
regulates the compensation of members of the two 
Houses. In fact, Congress seemed to have be- 
come so alarmed at the astounding outbursts of 
public indignation, when they ventured some thirty- 
six years ago to award to themselves the enor- 
mous compensation of $1,500 a year for their ser- 
vices, thereby putting themselves upon a footing 
with the second-rate clerks in the different Execu- 


tive Departments, that they were afraid, when they || 
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| 
undertook, in obedience to the popular will, to re- 
peal the bill giving a salary, and reconstruct the 
system of per diem allowance, to do anything 
which could have the appearance even of award- 
ing to themselves a respectable compensation; and 
whatever was done in that direction, was done by 
an arrangement respecting mileage which should 
have the effect, though not so expressed or de- 
clared, of eking out the deficiency of the per diem 
compensation. This is evident, because, under 
the provisions of the law, the allowance for travel 
was six dollars, and under the then newly-passed 
law, which now regulates us, it became eight dol- 
lars for every twenty miles of travel. While all 
the facilities of traveling had increased in the in- 
terval which elapsed between the passage of the 
original law, and the passage of the one conse- 
quent upon the public outburst of which I have 
spoken—while all the means of transport to the 
seat of Government had become more quick in 
time, and less expensive in proportion to the dis- 
tance, Congress added two dollars for every twenty 
miles to the compensation formerly allowed. It 
was, therefore, obviously intended as a species of 
compromise with the existing public opinion of the 
day, whereby they might add somewhat to what 
everybody knew to be a mean and insignificant 
compensation, and show at the same time a ready 
acquiescence in the popular will which had de- 
clared that $1,500 a year was extravagant pay 
for any services they could render. 

But although | entertain this opinion clearly; 
although Iam willing to take any just responsi- 
bility in proposing or voting for a measure which 
should be reasonable and fair, just and liberal at 
once to the member and the public, I am opposed 
to touching this subject by any bill. Sir, we can- 
not pass a bill on the subject which will not be 
complicated with provisions injurious to us; or if 
passed without such provisions, leave us liable to 
another exhibition of that public indignation and 
reprobation which was hurled upon our prede- 
cessors after the passage of the law of 1816. I 
want to see neither of them. Ido not want to see | 
a bill passed here which shall become acceptable | 
to the public, because it contains an—undesigned, 
I know, on the part of my friend from Kentucky. 
but not the less real—indorsement of slanders 
which, through the public press and elsewhere, are 
constantly poured out on the members of the two 
Houses of Congress. 

Now, what 1s the provision contained in the 
third section of this bill? In the first place, that 
the amounts to be paid to the members of the two 
Houses are to be passed under the examination of 
an Executive officer, of a person holding his posi- 
tion by the appointment of the President, and | 
responsible to no authority in the country but the 
President. The principle is destructive of every- 
thing like security to the legislative department of | 
the Government. The members of the two Houses 
are the only officers known to the Constitution of | 
the United States, the appointment of whom the | 
people of the United States have reserved to them- 
selves—directly in the case of the members of 
the House of Representatives, and through their 
State Legislatures in the case of the members of | 
this body. To us they refer the protection of 
their interests. To us they look up, not merely | 
to pass general laws for their welfare, but to guard 
their rights against Executive encroachments; and || 
what do we say by a provision of that kind? 
That these very persons, chosen to represent the | 
people and States of the Union, are to have their 
compensation brought under the consideration of 
an Executive officer of the Government. 

A state of things somewhat similar to that oc- |) 
curred here not long ago, and I ask you what | 
were the feelings of this body when an Executive | 
officer, when a Comptroller in the Treasury De- || 
partment of this Government, dared to say that || 
he would not pass the accounts of our disbursing || 
officer for the payment of the compensation due || 
to members of this body, because he had undertaken | 
to revise the adjudication of the Presiding Officer | 
of this body as to what the amount of compensa- || 
tion ought to be? How did we meet that move- || 
men on his part? Did we not meet it at the very || 

| 
| 


next session upon the first appropriation bill by 
putting a clause in it, not making the law to be | 
so, but declaring that, according to the true inter- 
pretation of the law upon the subject, the certifi- | 
cates of the Presiding Officers of the two Houses 
were conclusive upon all the Executive officers of i 


the Government? And yet that very ol 
proceeding—objectionable in that case 


proposed by this bill to be now, wit 


| by the adoption of this provision? 


| lated to lend an unjust sanction to the imputation 
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Jectional, . 


: : ° been 
without warrant of law, objectionable in y ‘Ute 


. . , I} cre 
because inconsistent with the dignity and ae 
pendence of the members of the two Houses 

Ses—i, 


h our Bane. 


tion, incorporated into a law regulating on; , 
g 0M. 


pensation. 
Then, again, we are to be marked down as 


. . Tea, 

ent or absent in the discharge of our duty W 

are no longer to exercise any discretion jp Pt a 
4 r. 


mining for ourselves when the pubtic interes , 
quires that we should. be here, and, as we al . 
ourselves, of standing responsible only to Our ow 
consciences, and our own constituents. No . : 
we areto be marked absent without leaye- ..; 
how are we to overcome the penal CONSEquences 
How, sir? We are not to approrch this bod. 
No, but at the end of the session we are to 5, 
humbly to the Executive officer of the Tressary 
Department, and say to him, * Sir, I have we 
absent twenty days from the service of the S», - f 
during this last session. The penalty of the law : 
is, that my whole pay and compensation shal) i» : 
forfeited, but I humbly apply to you, and bee th»: 
in tender consideration of the matter and the ey. ‘: 
cuse which I here present, you will be good enoyor 
to allow me to receive my compensation; and, s;- 
as I know that the word of a member of Concress 
cannot be justly considered as entitled to any gor 
of credit, as my certificate as a gentleman and a 
man of honor cannot be weighed against the op. 
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posed irresistible disposition of members of (op. a 
gress to seize money to which they are not enti. rs 
tled, I hereby tender you my oath upon the Holy bs 
Evangelists that in truth and sincerity I have sé BS 
forth the true cause of my absence.” And poy 


what are the consequences? Why, if this Exery. 

tive satrap had full discretion upon the subject, » 5 
man might expect to move his bowels of compas. zi 
sion with some reasonable appeal. 
allowed none. 


l. But we are 
I would ask the Secretary to do 


me the favor to read what the act says as to the . 
excuses, and the only excuses. Bi 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


‘Unless such absence was occasioned by his sickness, 
or the sickness of his wife or child.”’ 


Mr. BADGER. There it is. ‘The sickness 
of his wife or child.’’ In the first place, I resent the 
injury which is sought to be done by this provision, 
to certain very worthy and excellent gentlemen in 
this body, who have neither wife nor child, 
{Laughter.] Sir, it is unequal. I have a large 


|| family of children, and I might stand a prety 


good chance to get excused for frequent absences 
#n account of the sckness of some one or other 


| of them; but what is to become of our friend from 


Illinois, [Mr. Suretps?} He has always bees 
a self-relying man, I know, but, though a self- 
relying man in all the emergencies of life, why 


| should we throw him back upon such an unfor- 


tunate position as that in which he would be placed 
I know he 
deserves it for being a single man and not having 
a single being in the world by whose indisposition 
he can profit, except his own. [Laughter.]. Mr. 
President, my colleague has thrown out the sug- 
gestion that my remark, though expressly allud- 
ing to my friend from Illinois, was meant partly 
to have some reference to yourself. I beg to have 
it understood that I know too well what Is 
quired from a member of the Senate of the United 
States, toward the Presiding Officer of this body, 
to express or even to insinuate any such reference 
No, sir, my colleague is mistaken. [Laughter., 
There are two or three other causes which | 
think might furnish a reasonable ground of excii* 
for absence from this body. Some gentlemet 
here are not so old but they may have a father 
a mother living. Would not their sickness '\" 
nish a sufficient reason for absence, especi'Y 
upon private bill day, when they should leave 
enough behind to pass the requisite bills for pr 
venting a plethora in the Treasury? 
Mr. President, I look upon this whole provisin, 


| springing, as I know it does, from the best mottves 


on the part of my friend from Kentucky, as cae” 


Sir, 


daily cast upon the members of this body. >": 
hard things are said of the American Congress; ha” 
things are said of members of this body. We** 
daily reproached, we are daily insulted by impu* 
tions, to which, in my judgment, nothing is bet 
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{to give public authority and sanction, 
.» introduction of such a billas this, I should 
than the i sorry to be obliged to think myself 
cau with any member of this body, so 
peorst y lost to what Js required to maintain an or- | 
Ue standing in society, and to what is due in 
7 ot Pape transactions of business, as to sup- 
necessary to interpose a provision that he 
ould make an affidavit before the Secretary of 
the Treasury that he had not willfully absented 
"olf from the public service, and was not en- 


jlatec 


se it 


mse i WW . 
avoring to filch from the Treasury. I, for one, 
aa ll -hnotunduly sensitive onthe subject, that 


meh were the law, I would pass the rest of my 
senatorial term without receiving one cent from 
che public Treasury. would not degrade myself 
| ‘ making such an affidavit, for the pay and emol- 
any session of Congress; but I would 
-e upon my own means or starve, as the case 
sieht be, before I would receive pay coupled with 


s 


uments of 


' 


mig ; 

any such conditions. . ; 
Mr. President, do not let us, in our anxiety 

ypon this subject, do anything which will put 


our sanction on imputations which have been so J 
often cast upon us; imputations which every 
member of this body knows to be either wholly 
‘ise or unreasonably exaggerated; imputations, 
the supposed truth of which is better calculated, 
in my judgment, to strike down the reasonable | 
hopes of the patriot for the continuance of our ad- 
mirable frame of Government than all the agita- 
tions which bave ever disturbed us; for if the 
neople of the United States cannot rely upon the 
ordinary integrity of the bodies that they choose 
to represent them, if they are not proof against 
the smallest temptations that can appeal to the 
lowest, meanest propensities of mankind, how can 
the people be willing ever to repose the protection 
of their great interests in such men? Mr. Presi- 
dent, | have no idea that anything can be done on 
this subject satisfactorily; that is, which will make 
a liberal and honorable provision for members of 
the two Houses, and at the same time guard us 
against the consequences to which I have advert- 
ed, in the public estimation. We must struggle 
on, in my opinion, as we best may; we must con- 
sent to give our services and to trust to another 
and a better reward than is to be found in our pe- 
cuniary compensation. Believing this, believing 
that it is unwise to touch the subject; believing 
that, however imperfect the present arrangements 
may be, we had better adhere to them as they are, 
in order to test the sense of the Senate, and see 
whether they are disposed to enter into any re- 
arrangement of the subject at the present session, 
I submit the motion that the further consideration 
of the bill be postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President,I rise to 
make a few remarks in reply. My friend from 
North Carolina intimates in his argument that if 
this third section of the bill, which it is now pro- 
posed to strike out, should be retained, it will be 
degrading to members of Congress to comply with 
it. | have endeavored, during the past period of 
my term, to treat my brother members with great 
respect; and now when I am about to part with 
them, as I believe forever, it would be very far 
from me to intend, by any bill which I could in- 
troduce, to show any disrespect to those with 
whom [ have been personally associated in this 
Chamber, or to those who may hereafter be se- 
lected to represent the States in this august body; 
and if I could believe that there was anything in 
that third section which could receive such an in- 
terpretation, or such a construction, justly and 
properly, my own heart would prompt me to be 
among the first to move for its erasure. But I 
apprehend that the remarks which have fallen 
from my friend from North Carolina are based 
upon an improper foundation. Sir, sometimes, 
when we become exalted by public favor, and 
have been advanced to high, dignified, and import- 
ant offices, we begin to feel as if we were elevated 
above the common impulses of kumanity, and 
that it would be degrading to us to be treated as 
We treat the common level of mankind. I repu- 
dinte everything like that distinctiog between an 
official corps and the rank and file of society. I 
have no idea, because we are clothed with a little 

brief autherity,’’ that our honor shall suffice 
when oaths might be, and probably would be re- 
aed from the mass of our fellow-citizens in sim- 
var circumstances. I may take my impressions 
from the practice in my own State, where we re- || 
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quire every one to swear that his account or claim 
is just. I may have had the practice of Kentucky 
too much in my mind, and have been guided by 
that practice too much when | was penning this 
bill. itis no new thing there to require a man to 
verify by affidavit any act in which he is person- 
ally interested, and especially a matter falling 
almost exclusively-within his own knowledge and 
about which others may be unable to make a 
statement on oath without committing falsehood 
or perjury. It is an everyday practice, and be- 
cause it is an everyday practice, I thought it was 
not degrading to require members of Congress to 
do the same thing to which I had been accus- 
tomed. I had no idea that the gentleman would 
consider himself degraded by submitting to the 
common practice of a State where, | think, justice 
is pretty well administered, and where we put the 
official corps precisely on the same footing as the 
unofficial masses. ‘There is nothing in human 
nature, or the genius of our Gevernment, which 
can allow a distinction in favor of members of 
Congress, or which should exempt them from the 
customary appeal to God by solemn oath. ‘The 
gentleman’s objections have no solid foundation 
to rest upon; and for myself | much prefer the 
old-fashioned way, sojong used in courts of jus- 
tice, of endeavoring to reach the truth, and the 
whole truth, through the solemnity of an oath, than 
to rely on an appeal to official dignity and worldly 
honor. No, sir, if members make excuses for 
absenting themselves, if they neglect their duties, 
they have no right to complain that an oath is re- 
quired to verify the excuse, or to fix the number 
of days during which they were absent without 
a good cause, and which in most instances would 
only be known to themselves. 

The gentleman represents a member of Con- 
gress in the degrading aspect of visiting an Ex- 
ecutive officer and praying him to dole out his 
compensation, as if the Executive officer had any 
control over the compensation. No, sir, that is 
not the meaning of the bill, nor will it have that 
effect. The Executive officer has no discretion 
at all inthe case. Onthe contrary, by the section 
proposed to be stricken out, the member makes 
his own statement, verified by his oath, and with- 
out any revision, without any correction, W ithout 
any revising judgment or discretion, the Execu- 
tive officer has to pay the money according to the 
account. The member of Congress makes his 
own deduction for absent days, and the Execu 
tive officer has nothing to do with tt; he has ne 
right to question the member about anything. 
His account, made out by himself, verified as the 
law requires, is the complete voucher upon which 
the money is to be paid. 
Congress be decraded by simply presenting to an 


Executive officer an account made out by himself 


and verified according to law—an account which 
the Executive officer is bound to regard as pos- 
sessing absolute verity? I have said that I have 
followed the institutions of my own State. They 
work well among us. It is no uncommon thing 
there that the compensation of the judges is docked, 
that a certain amount is deducted from their com- 
pensation for absenteeism. think a Kentucky judge 
possesses as much dignity, and is influenced by 
an internal sense of right and wrong, just as high 
and just as powerful and operative upon him in the 
discharge of his duties, as any member of this 
body, or the other branch of Congress. We do 
not degrade a Kentucky judge by docking his 
compensation for failing to attend his courts; it is 
not so considered there, nor should it be so con- 
sidered here. Sir, if it has that effect, the gentle- 
man [Mr. Bapcer] has only done me justice by 
saying that he knows I did not intend it. I did 
not so intend, nor do I believe it can have that ef- 
fect. Sir, the degradation, if there be any, results 
from the member’s negligence, without excuse; 
and for that his constituents should degrade him. 
It is not the oath, nor the deduction from his pay, 
which constitutes the degradation. These may 
be evidences of admitted default, | admit; but the 
offense which alone degrades has preceded them. 


Sir, if the Senate will retain the section, it will 


influence members to avoid the degradation by at- 
tending to their business. 1 hope the Senator 
from North Carolina does not think it perfectly 
legitimate and delightful for a member of Congress 
to play the truant, if he can do so without being 
found out. 


I have nothing to do with the past. I do not 


How can a member of 
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prope to go Into the consideration of that. I 
have endeavored, in framing this bill, to occupy 


would enable us to avoid the diffi- 

h have oceurred in th I have 

do with the controversy which occurred 
Vir. Whittlesey and the Senate. That is 
a past transaction; and I do not want to see any- 
thing of the kind in the future; and one object | 
had in view in framing this bill, bas been to avoid 


ground which 
culties wl! 
nothi 
betwe 


past. 


every t kind, and to leave no ground or 
founda »n which any difficulty can arise be- 
tween the Legislative and Executive Departments 
of the Government, upon the subject of our com- 
pensation. Under this bill none can arise. Under 


this bill, the Senator has nothing to ask but the 


simple administration of the law by the Executive 


officer, and that is done upon the Senator making 


l 


out his « account of absent davs, and which 
cann ted when verified b? his oath. 

But, Mr. President, in preparing this bill, I 
wanted to reach, if | could, exact justice, consult- 
ing at ime time the interests of the country. 
In framing this bill, I eould not overlook the con- 
sidere , that we sometimes adjourn for the want 
of a We often call the yeas and nays 
with br v more than a bare quorum present- 
thirty-two or thirty-three only being present for 
the trans ion of public business, out of a body 
now cv ed of sixty-two members. 

| have | these things greatly complained of. 
l said to mys¢ i, In making this radical chanve in 
the compensation of memt ers, shall there be no 
provis which shall have some influence, or at 
least al a *y to an influence, to induce mem 
bers of Congress to devote their time more com- 
plete] public business? The fact that we 
often fiourn because we have no quorum, und 
the fa thatu on taking the yeas and nays, which 
are published to the cour try, very few more than 
half t members respond to the cali, are notori 
ous. myseil if it was not possible to } if 
some 1 el at work which would correct what 
L coneceis to be anevil. I did not see but ons 
way | tf thn e influences to work. ] could not 
see bi ‘preventing theevil. Ifthe high 
and important trust confided to us, and the honor 
and sati on to be a quired by a faithful dis- 
chare duties, by being always at ow post, 
have } iclent to secure cuorums and a 
punctui | endance, 1 did not know how I could 
present any motive growing out of the great du 


ties Whi devolve upon us, stronver than have 
bee npr ented from the ver y foundation. I then 
s id that no stronger motive could be prese nted, 
and bro t to bear upon the evil than those which 
had pre usiy operated, then the evil must re- 
main without a remedy. In my simplicity, I 
thought the honor of constituents and self - 
pr yba n ! ! fuiled to secure dilivence and att 
tion, there wa no chance but to try what virtue 
there 1 be in money. I thought the last rem 
edy for the ¢ | consisted in docking or cutting off 
ten di ’ for e ch day the member was ebeent 
without a good excuse. And as he must kni 
the causes « is sence bette nany one else, I 
drew th ) under consideration req ng him 
to make it the account of his own default, by 
which he was to have! compensation docked. 
I thoue in all probability, rather than make out 
an ace t admitting his absence without ‘ d 
cause, he would be attentive to the duties of his 
station, and we should have a general attendance 
to do > public business. You see the evil | 
wished to remedy, and you have my remedy in 
the thir on of the bill. Letus try it. The 
other motives have failed, and having failed, I 
knew no other plan likely to succeed, but that 
which IL have devised. 

I know that men here, as in every other posi- 
tion in life, might have excuses for absence from 
business. I know that there mizht be legitimate 
excuses; but I could allow none except sickness. 
I have provi led for that. My friend from North 
Carolina vs | did not go far enough: that we 
are not too old to have fathers and mothers still 
living, : who might require our attendance in 


cases of kness. Well, that gentleman is such 
a youth that hie father may be living; but mine 
paid the debt of nature many years ago. 
if I had a father or mother living, | might have 
thought of the necessity fora provision respecting 
their sickness also, If my young friends, who owe 
filial obligations to living parents, think that the 

| principl» is right, but that the provision does not 


Perhaps 
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go far enough, I am willing to modify the bill to 
suit them in that respect. But I apprehend that 
the remark of my friend was made rather to de- 
grade my bill than to present a serious objection. 
I was serious in providing for an excuse on ac- 
countof sickness; and if the provision is not ample 
enough to embrace all reasonable cases, | am 
willing that it should be changed. The case of 
sickness of a father or mother did notoccur to me; 
and if my bill is not broad enough, I am willing to 
make it more ample. But the proposition now is 
to eet clear of the section altogether, to have no 
check, no restraint, and then you present the case 
to the consideration of the people in this aspect. 
You make for yourselves a salary of $2,000, be- 
sides the same mileage to which you were enti- 
tled before, although you now have the facilities 
of travel by railroads and steamboats, none of 
which existed in 1818. You make this salary, 
and retain the mileage with all these facilities for 
comfortable and speedy travel; and then you 
strike out the provision intended to prevent mem- 
bers running all over the country from city to city, 
wherever you please, pursuing your 
ness or pleasure, to the neglect of official duties. 
You affect to consider such a provision degrading 
to your dignity, and assume to be too conscien- 
tious and too elevated to need such a restriction. 
In reply, | inquire why do not the yeas and nays 
show your attendance? and why do they show 
that you are so often without a quorum ? If you 
were as conscientious as theargument assumes you 
are, how happens it that we are so often com- 
pelled to adjourr in consequence of absence with- 
out excuse or justification ? 

Mr. President, in framing this whole bill, | have 
been guided by the laws of my own State, and the 
principles of human nature. [ have regarded these 
lawsof my own State as applicable to those prin- 
ciples of our nature which we should now oper- 
ate upon, and which are to be found in this Cham- 
ber, among Senators, as well as among the rank and 
file of the Republic. I think we are not degraded 
in being required to take the oath which the third 
section of the bill requires us to take, nor by 
stating how often we have absented ourselves from 
duty. Sir, the reference which my friend has 
thought proper to make to single men, is mere 
play, and I would merely remark upon that sub- 
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ject, if gentlemen come here who have no families, 


no wife nor child requiring their attention, then 
they have not those incumbrances which may 
sometimes prevent others of us from devoting our- 
selves to the public service; and being in that atti- 
tude, without incumbrances, they have no excuse 
for their absence. If, therefore, they can be kept 
at home—and this I call their home—attending to 
the public business by such a provision as I have 
made, then these young gentlemen will be kept out 
of mischief abroad. 

The PRESIDENT. I would suggest that the 
Senator from Kentucky is not exactly in order. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I beg the Chair not to 
understand that I meant to make any personal al- 
lusion to him. [Laughter.] That is all play, as 
well as the remarks of my friend from North Car- 
olina. The question is, whether you shall make 
the salary of a member $2,000, ad have no check 
whatever in case of absence and neglect of duty. 
W hat isthe law now? Thelaw now is, that you 
are to have only your per diem for attendance 
here. How do you make out your account now? 
You make it out upon honor. You do not swear 
to it. The law does not allow you any compen- 
sation now, unless you have attended to your duty 
here. When I first came to Congress, the prac- 
tice was, whenever a member wished to absent 
himself, for him to make a motion asking leave. 
And your rules now show that to be required. 
3ut we have abandoned the rule and the law, and 
go away when and where we please, and come 
when we please, and yet our compensation runs 
on. If the law were administered as it exists 
now, we should find the very same thing which 
is required by my bill, except that now no oath is 
required. Ifmembers are not degraded by the pres- 
ent law, they cannot be by the provisions of the 
third section of this bill. I think the sensitiveness 
of members about taking an oath in verifying their 
account, results from pride of station, which I for 
one desire to see a little humbled. I therefore 

refer to see the section remain in the bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. The question now before the 

Senate, as I understand, is on the motion of the 





| cate to be verified by the oath of the party. 


| Carolina proper 


Senator from North Carolirta, to postpone indefi- 
nitely this subject. I do not mean now to indulge 
in any remarks upon the merits of the bill; 1 do 
not mean to give my opinion as to whether such 
a bill ought to pass; my motion was to amend the 
bill by striking out the third section; and as my 
reasons for that motion can bestated very briefly, 
and as they differ somewhat from those of the 
honorable Senator from North Carolina, and have 
not been adverted to by the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, I will state them. 

I had supposed that in this country, or in any 
republican country, the relation between repre- 
sentative and constituent was one of confidence 
and good faith. I suppose that the consutuents 
will know whether a representative performs his 
duty or not, and I think the attempt to measure 
the services of a man in this body by the fact that 
he is, or is not sitting in his seat every day, when, 
in point of fact he may take no part in business, 
is a false measure of the value of those services. 
My objection, therefore, isto the attempt to meas- 
ure the service by the mere attendance, when the 
services of one man who may be absent, who may 
be absent perhaps on private business, will, in the 
es of his constituents, be far greater than that 
of another who may be a regular attendant, and 
yet take no part in the business of the body. I 
believe the measure of value to be wrong, and 
therefore I think that the section ought to be 
stricken out 

I believe that the supervision of a man’s con- 
stituents is the best supervision he can have as to 
his course inthis body. ‘They will judge whether 
he attends to his duty or not—whether he rightly 
represents them or not. Itis for them to deter- 
mine as to the performance of those services, and 
not for us to resort to this school-boy system of 
if a man is not in his seat every day during 
the session. Itis on that account that 1 am op- 
posed to the third section of the bill. 1 might give 
other reasons, but, in my judgment, this is sufli- 
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cient. If it be retained, I shall vote against the 
bill. Lf it be stricken out, and if some other amend- 


ments, which I think the bill requires, be made, I 
may probably vote for it; for I do think that the 
present compensation allowed to members of either 
House of Congress is entirely inadequate to the 
services performed. Indeed, it is not the com- 
mencement of compensation for those services. It 
does not even cover their expenditures. 

That the bill requires amendment in other re- 
spects, | am satisfied. My present motion, how- 
ever, is to strike out the third section. Whether 
or not the motion of the honorable Senator from 
North Carolina, to postpone the bill indefinitely, 
is in order while my amendment is pending, it is 
for the Chair to decide. If it should be in order, 
the question will come up on the indefinite post- 
ponement; but if the amendment ought first to be 
disposed of, I hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, it is always 
with reluctance that I differ with my friend from 
North Carolina, who addressed the Chair upon 
this subject. In some points in which he viewed 
this question, I, however, do differ with him. My 
opinion is, that this bill has merit in it, though I[ 
differ with my honorable friend from Kentucky, 
who offered it, in regard to some of its provisions. 
My friend from North Carolina seems to be sen- 
sitive in regard to slanders which have been cir- 


eulated in reference to the conduct of this body. | 


I would beg leave to remind him that penal statutes 
are not intended for the virtuous and the good, but 
only for the vicious; and I do not believe that this 
body would be degrading itself, by saying to the 
country that it is not afraid to stand up to the 
highest standard that any gentleman may think 
proper to present as its rule of conduct. 

The Senator from North Carolina, however, ob- 
jects seriously to Senators going before an Exec- 
utive officer, for the purpose of making excuses 
on account of absence, and particularly to the 
oath which is prescribed in this bill~ I object to 


tion of the bill, I shall, if no one else does, move 
to strike out the clause which requires the certifi- 
f ap- 
prove of the certificate, and of the penalty to the 
fullest extent; but I would not require a Senator 
or a Representative to make an oath. 
some of the ae pa of my friend from North 

y apply to that requisition. The 
certificate or statement of a member of either 


| have never rendered. 


I think | 
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House, I take it for granted, 
it were not so, my observation 
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would be true 
has Convinced », 


that he who would deliberately certify to that w} . 


was untrue, would verify it 


such was not the intention of the honor 
a reflection upon the integrity of ther 





this body. 


But, sir, there is One provision of this bi! 
I desire particularly should be passed; for 
perhaps has created more dissatisfaction 


ul ° by his oath, Ti , 
provision, it seems to me, therefore, would q 
+ good, and it would be, perhaps—althou 


country than the question of mileage. This j, 


proposes to pay mileage according to t} 


route from the residence of a member to the es 


tal, or on a stright line. 
the nearest mail route; but I 


tions to the present system. 


I prefer that it should }, 
would vote for any. 
thing that is reasonable, in order to avoid the ohis 


I have no objectio 


‘ 


0 Ne - 
gh | knoy i 
able Mover 
nembers of 


e ck sp 


| whi t 
nothing 


IN the 


1 Nearest 


' 


to the distance being ascertained by an air line s 
am willing to do almost anything to avoid 4), E ol 


present mode of ascertaining mileage. 


other features of the bill shall be stricken oy; | 


If Qi ty 


hope that will be retained and become a law. 


Objection is made to that 


provision of the | 
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making the representative office a salaried one. % G 


shall propose, at the proper time, to strike out the: 


provision, and to insert in lieu of it: 


There shall be paid to each Senator, Representative, anj 


re 


Delegate in Congress, the sum of ten dollars per day fo th = I 


first three montis of each session; eight dollars a day {oy 
dollars a day for the fifth month; fou, 
two dollars a day for thy 
seventh month; and no compensation shall be allowed for, 


1 


the fourth month ; six 
dollars a day for the sixth month ; 


longer service than seven months. 


I shall, at the proper time, make that proposi- 
tion, with a view of ascertaining the sense of th 
j I take it for granted that members always 
do their duty, and that they labor as hard and as 
much as the circumstances will justify. But my 
humble judgment is, that by a proper application 
to business, and by Congress confining ‘itself t 


be rd y. 


subjects which are intended for legislative actio 


and not concerning itself with abstractions, j 
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which much of the time has been consumed here. = ¢ 


tofore, the time contemplated by this provision m 2A 
will be amply sufficient for the transaction of pu! 
lic business; and [ do not conéeive that by sucha 


provision, we would be degrading the ‘body of 


which we have the honor to be members, but we 


would be making reasonable compensation, and - | 
obviating the public clamor of which my friend 
from North Carolina has complained. 
I differ from my friend from Delaware, wh - | 
moves.to strike out the third section of this bi 
He says that the supervision of the constituency 
is the best regulator of the conduct of members. 
Perhaps that 1s true as a general proposition; but 
the plan of my friend from Kentucky is, that men- - 
bers shall be paid a certain sum for their services, | 
and that if they have other business more import- | 


ant to them than their attendance here, their per -_ | 
Is there anything unrea 
sonable in that? Is there anything degrading in tt 
| Is it not right and honest before the country that 
If a gentleman has private busi- 
ness of any character which is more important t 
him than his attendance upon this body, let him : 
deduct his per diem for that time from his compet 
What can there be degrading or improper 
I acknowledge I am totally unable to see 
_ either impropriety or degradation in not allowing 


diem shall not be paid. 


it should be so? 


sation. 
in that? 


to yourself compensation for services that you ; 


in being honest, and doing what is right? 


never studied. 


Is there anything degrading 


there is, it is a rule of degradation which I have 
If the services for which the pet 


diem compensation is given by law have nevel 


been rendered, what is wrong in not paying for 
I acknowledge that I am unable to see 
| It strikes me as being right and proper that such 
| a provision should be made; and therefore I shall 
| feel constrained to vote against the proposition 0! 
| the Senator from Delaware, to strike out the third 
| section of the bill. 
that provision, and if we continue the considera- || 


them ? 


Mr. BAYARD. Is the question upon the it 
definite postponement of the bill? 


The PRESIDENT. 
Mr. HALE. 


vail. 


It is. 
I hope that motion will not pré 
It seems to me that, according to the spit" 
| of the rule, the question ought first to be taken 

upontheamendment. The parliamentary law and 


rule of the Senate is, that the friends of a measit 


to strike it out. 


have a right to amend a section before the que* 
| tion is taken upon a motion 
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‘not its words, would seem to 


eto take the vote first upon the amend- 

thane the Senate will vote down the mo- 

i > . indefinitely, so as to give the 
eS 4 an opportunity to amend it. 


SOR] L AND. Is the question upon the in- 
 vetnonement of the bill? 


T PRESIDENT. It is. 
Mf HALE. {t is sus ocested to me, that ona 
ens td pone indefinitely, a bill is open to 
é dt . 7 . ryt } lh] i 
rhe P 9ESIDENT. The 11th rule will be read. 
r aeTARY accordingly read it, as follows: 
Ww sestion is under debate, no motion shall be re 
" to ad n. to lie on the table, to postpone in 
to stoone to a day certain, to commit, or to 
; several motions shal! have precedence in the 
arranged, aad the motion for adjournment 
wave in order, and be decided without debate.’’ 
r question being taken, by yeas and } ‘ys, 
' ' ym to postpone indefinitely the further 
: * n of the ill. resulted—ye is 21, nays 
s follow 
YEAS Messrs Atchison, Badger, Borland, Charlton, 
: emens, D dge ot Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, 
{ AEs ‘ "ns 
Gwin. Hunter, Jones of Tennessee, Mangum, Mil- 
Rusk, Shields, Soulé, Spruance, Stockton, Upham, and 
Weller—2l . 
vw AYS—Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Brooke, Butler, Chase, 
sanscure, Dixon, Fish, H ile A “ti unilin, Mason, Norris, 
: Seward, Sumner, Toucey, Underwood, Wade, and 
| : l 
Walker LY. 


@, the motion was agreed to 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wepnespay, December : L852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayei 
y the Rev. C. M. Butier. 






rif RRESIDENT S MESSAGE-—THE TARIFF. 
The SPEAKER. The question before the 
Hi eis upon the adoption of the eighth resolu 
re ed from the Committee of the Whole 
the state of the Union, upon which the yea 


| nays have been ordered. The resolution w ill 
read 
The resolution was then read, as follows: 


as relates to commerce 
be referred to 


‘That so much of said message 
uid the improvement of harbors and rivers, 
mimittee on Commerce.”? 
Ir. ROBINSON. Would it be in order to call 
for the reading of the original resolution, in order 
to a proper explanat ion of the question befi re the 
House? The resolution of the chairman of the 

mmittee proposed to divide these subjects by 
to the Committee 


ie Co 


rring the subject of rivers on 
R vads and Canals, and the subject of har! 
the Committee on Commerce. The committee 
mended the resolution by referring the whole to 
he Committee on Commerce; uestion be 
fore House is tantamount to instructions to 
‘ommerce to bring in a river 
or bill, and thus to overslaugh the Com- 
to Ww hic h the subject 
I ask for the 


ors to 


so the.q 
he 
the Committee on ¢ 
nd har be 

ttee on Roads and Canals, t 
improvements should go. 
ead if the 98th rule. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I object. Therules 
bearing upon the question were read yesterday 
ing. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I merely desired to bring 
the matter to the attention of the House. I sup- 

, however, the House understands it. I ask 
and nays on the adoption of the res- 


i river 


eve 


for the yeas 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. CLEVELAND. | rise for the purpose of 
jtaining information. If I understand the res- 
ution, as reported from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, it takes the busi- 
ness which properly bel ongs to one committee and 
transfers it to another, thereby enabling that other 
mmittee to blend the interests of all the rivers 
ind harbors in one bill. I am opposed to it. 
Cries of ‘* Order !’’ ** Order !’’] 
The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 85, nays 68; as follows: 


YE — Charles Allen, Allison, John Appleton, 


William Appleton, Ashe, Babeock, Bowne, John H. 
Be yd, Brien Buell, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, Cald 
well, Che andier, Churchwell, Curtis, Darby, George T. 


avis, Doty, Dunean, Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas 


D. Futter, Gamble, Giddings, Goodenow, Grey, Grow, 
laws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Henn, John W. Howe, 
Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Rob- 


ert W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George G. King, Pres- 
ton King, Landry, Martin, McDonald, McNair, Meacham, 





Henry D. 


Miller, Moores John Moore, Morehead. Morr 

son, Murray,- Newton, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Penn. 
Penniman, Porter, Read, Riddle, Robbins, Robie. Scher 
merhorn, Schoolcraft, Scudder, David L. Seymour, Origen 
S. Seymour, Skelton, Smart, Snow, Stanly, Abraham P 
Stephens, St. Martin, Taylor, Thurston, Walsh, Ward. 


Washburn, Watkins, Weich, Wells, Addison White. and 


Williams—85. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Averett. 
Beale, Bell, Breckinridge, Brenton, Albert G. Brown, Bus 
by, Joseph Cable, Le wis D. ¢ campbell, Thompson Campbell, 
Chastain, Clark, Clemens, Cleveland, Cobb, Cullom, Jobn 
G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Edmundson, Flovd, Freeman. 
Gaylord, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Hall, Harper, Isham G 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, 
Houston, Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, Jobn 
Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kurtz 


Lockhart, 


Nabers, 


Letcher, 
Murphy 9 


Mace, Mason. 


Olds, Peaslee, 


Meade, Milison, 


Polk, Ri 


Molony, 


Phelps, hardson, 





Robinson, Smith, Benjamin Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stone, Townshend, Venab! Wileox, Wildrick, and 
VW oodward—6e. 

So the resolution was agreed 

Mr. GORMAN. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing to offer the follown resolu 
tion: 

Resolve That two hundred extra copies err 
dent’s message and accompanying documen ite 
the use of the head of each Executive De partment of th 
Government. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will ask the gentlema 
from Indiana if that is the number which he has 


where 


learned is necessary for the various bureau 
this document may be profitably circulated ? 

Mr. GORMAN. The number is less than was 
desired, but the committee have agreed upon that 
intity. There are seven heads of Departments 


who will need them, and there are some eight o1 


= f 


ten bureaus to be supplied. They are now only 
supplied with from three to five « oples, two of 
which are bound up and placed in the Library, 
and there are none for the heads of their respe tive 
bureaus. Undera law upon that subject 
becomes necessary to pass this resolution, and 
supply them. 

lr. HALL ! offer the followin umendmei 
to — resolution: 

And that one thousand copies of the report of the Com 
missioner of the General Land Office be printed for the uss 
of that officer 

I only wish to say, that the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office informs me that that is the 


It 


usual number prin ted for the use of his office. 


is important to the office that that number should 
be printed, and therefore | hope that the amend 
ment will be adopted. 

Mr. JONES l'ennessee. There is no ne- 
cessity for this number. 

Mr. HALL demanded tellers upon hi nend- 
ment: which were ordered; and Messrs. Hau 
and McNair were appointed, 

The question was then taken, and the teller e- 
norted—ayes 77, noes 66. 


Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas 
Mr. JONES. This House have ordered fifteen 
thousand copies of the President’s message and 
npanying do 


and nays 


VW 
‘blr : te ) < reacrcn 
uments. That: message con- 


the acco 





tains this report; and a thousand copies of it are 

now proposed to b rinted for the use of the Com- 
y ‘ ‘ . eS c 1 

missioner. The Senate have ordered, if I n k 


nd copies of 
y-five 
printed. 


not, the printing of some ten thou 
the same document. Here thou- 
sand copies already ordered to be It 
usually the case that a great many copies of thi 
document are scattered throughout th ity and 
sold for wrapping paper to the The re 
are more copies of this document om ed annus lly, 
and now ordered at this ses , than will be suf- 
ficient to supply the demands of country. 
Why it is necessary to print two hundred extra 
copies for the use of each of the heads of Depart- 
ments, | cannot conceive, having heretofore been 
sup yplied, and will be supPr lied at this session, as 
heretofore. I have never heard any complaints of 
the want of this document in the Departmeiits, 
and 1 presume that gentlemen here representing 
districts of country in which land offices are 
cated, will send to each one of these officers—to 


are twent 


1s 
is 


erocers 


) 
sion 


tne 


lo- 


the register and receiver, one Or other of these 
officers—a copy of the message and accom panying 
documents. r presume Senators from States in 


vhich these land offices are located, will also send, 


in almost every instance, a copy of thi s document 


to each one of the land offices within their State. 
Then they not only have the report of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, but the 


have all the documents accompanying the Presi- 
dent’s message. 


? 


( 


the House 
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1tleman whether 


red the printung 


€ Issued 


separately 

Mr. JONES 1 do not know; but twenty-five 
thousand extra copies of the 'renident’s m saage 
and panying Cocuments have been ordered. 
IL ca see WHY it IS necessary, at this time, that 
we s nenee a new item of expendit 

t way of this docum 

Mr. HOUSTON If | understood the reading 
of the amend t, at oses the printing of ex 
tra copies of the Commissioner’s report. 

Mr. HALL it proj :to furnish the usua 
number of to t Commissioner of the 
Land Offic 

Mr HOU STON. Ll ask the Chair whether, un 
der the law ry aproy tion to print that extra num 
ber is not require 1 to ro » the Committee on 
Printing L under nd that a law exists requir- 
ing y h pro ion to vo, without a motion 
even, to that ommi ‘ 

Mr. JONES, of Tennesse Lam just informed 
OY one oT the heers of the S« e, that that body 
ha ude | ed a re olution auth r ing the Commis 

ioner to have a thousand copie printed 

Mr. HALL. af Chas Se coerent, 2 Oe mete 
to have the extra number | was spoken to ky 

1e Commissioner, who inforn oe that ro sucl 
order was made. If the eo sleinhin information 


is correct, [ will not pre my amendment, 
withdraw it 

Mr. JONES. I would ask the chairman « 
the Committee on Printing, if th esolution is 
now adopted, orderin o hundred extra copies 
in addition to the present number of tl Pre 
dent’s messa und ac | 1e! 
there will bea separate and another « ! fi 
composition of this docume 
Mr. GORMAN ‘here will not. This 
ply a document which i ready set , a 
which they are running off dail he cost w 
only be tl of the paper and press-work, for tha 
vddition number ‘The ot ! reaily ne 
cessary, as the De rtmei have intort me. | 
received a letter from the Sect rv of the Interior, 
requesting tha me coy he did not desirnate 
how many how fev should be ed for the 
use of that Department The committee thoucht 
that th im wnt named in the resolution was 
easonable one. Some of the head Dey artmen 
desired mo Le It eally necessary tha 
hey should ive some i e copies to distr 
ute to the variou ind offices—to those who are 
connected with the Ce Bureau, d to thoge 
who are conne t witl irbordinate Burea 
n that De r lent St Denartment and 
e vy iou other en rf the G vert ent 
I ey Ww cet ne il and | ye inst es, 
ymé reaus have « eand begved for them be 
f y ld . It is really 
that this resolution she d pas d 

Mr. STANLY dem led teller v 
yrdered; and Messrs. Futier, of P va 

dG yl i wW CI ! 

The q mw nd there wet 
ives 66, noes 53. 

“Mr. HI 3BARD d nded the y i nay 
ind they W I ed. 

Mr. EVANS. + mene med by one of 
Secretaries, that the Departments are now 
supplic dd with thes do ument that nave 
great necesgity foe, thems. Our ministers abroad 
cannot properly understand the duties of t , 
office, unless they are supplied by the home Gov 
ernment with thesedocuments. Inmy judgment, 
the ne ids of these Depart ents wi | m kee 1 muc! 
better distribution if them, is likely to be 
done by members of Congress who receive sixty 
cople sor more. I would rather take off « ome from 
my own number and give them to the heads « 
Departn ents, than that they should not be supplied 
I have eve ry « onfiden nee that those who are at the 
head of the Government, and those ohe will be ir 
the incoming Administration, will make good use 
of them. I think that there can be no extray 
gance in this thing; and there is no improper use 
which these oficera can make of them The 
printing will come to but a small sum, as the type 
is allsetup. ‘There area great many officers of 
the Government, and there are other persons t 
whom the Secretaries can properly furnish 
of these d ; nd who will make an excel 
lent use of them. I think it cannot be doubted 
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that the Executive Departments need copies of | Moore, John Moore, Morehead, Morrison, Newton, An- + Mr. STANLY. I object, and cal! for the re 
fu. 


them for their use. Now, very often they have 
to beg copies of members of Congress, or lobby 
about the Capitol for them. I hope, if we will not 
furnish the number asked for in the resolution, 
that we will supply a smaller number. It should 
be a continuing and permanent resolution. 

Mr. STANLY. If it is necessary to send a 
copy of these documents to each receiver and land 
officer in the West, | submit to the gentleman who 
otfered the resolution to so amend it us io direct 
the Secretaries to send to each one of these officers 
acopy. If they be allowed, each of them, two 
hundred copies, [| think the number too large;- 
because they may send them to their friends and 
not to the public officers. ‘Therefore, | do not 
think it answers the purpose for which the reso- 
lution was intended. I hope the gentleman will 
so amend it as to give to each of the heads of the 
Departments the same number which is furnished 
to each member of Congress. If that amendment 
is made, | will vote for the resolution. 

Mr. EVANS. The resolution, I think, gives 
to each of the heads of the Departments two hun- 
dred copies. I will make the motion to reduce 
the number to one hundred each. The ventleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. Stanzy] says the heads 
of the Departments will send them to their con- 
stituents. Ido not believe the heads of the De- 
partments now In office, or those who will be in 
power during the next Administrativi:, intend 
them for any such purpose. I believe they will 


use them for public purposes. I do not think the 
number (two hundred) is too large; but i order to | 


obviate objection, | will move to reduce it to one 
hundred. 
Mr. POLK. 


I desire to inquire of the chair- 


man of the Committee on Printing if it is usual to | 
publish these documents for the use ©, heads 


of the Departments ? 

Mr. GORMAN. It has been usual, but by a 
law passed the last session of Congress, they are 
deprived of them. 

Mr. POLK. I hope the gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Evans,] then, will withdraw his amend- 
ment. ‘The House have ordered fifteen thousand 
copies of the President’s message and accompany- 


ing documents for their own use—andi it is 9 valu- 
able document for circulation—anu ! not 
refuse a few to the heads of Departments. The 


cost of printing will be but a trifle, say some $200 
or $300. That will be the entire cost to the Gov- 
ernment for circulating a document of this valu- 
able character. The House will consume more 
time in discussing this matter than the whole cost 
of printing it willamountto. I hope the gentleman 
from Maryland will withdraw his amendment and 
let the vote be taken on the original resolution. 


Mr. EVANS. I will withdraw the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move the previous 
question. 


The previous nano was seco 1 the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. PHELPS. Is it in order to have the sec- 
tion of the law to which the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Gorman] has referred, read ? 

The SPEAKER. It is by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SACKETT. I object. 

Several Members. Read it yourself. 

Mr. PHELPS.. I hope the House will indulge 
me in having that law read. It says: 

ind be it further enacted, Th&t it shafl not be lawful 
for the officer or person in charge of any bureau or office in 
any ofthe Departments of the Government, to print, or cause 
to be printed, at the public expense, any report he may make 
to the President of the United States, or the head of any of 
the Departments.”’ 


That is the law to which the gentleman from | 


Indiana (Mr. Gorman] has referred, which he 
says prohibits the Department from having these 
documents printed. 

The question was then taken; and the result 
was—yeas 96, nays 72; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Allison, 
John Appleton, Babcock, Bell, Bowie, Bowne, John H. 
Boyd, Brickinridge, Brenton, Briggs, Burrows, Busby, 
E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Compbeil, 
Thompson Campbell, Chandler, Chapman, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Conger, Cullom, Darby, 
Dimmick, Disney, Dockery, Doty, Eastman, Evans, Flor- 
ence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, 
Gaylord, Goodenow, Gorman, Green, Grey, Grow, Hall, 
Harper, Sampson W. Harris, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hen- 
dricks, Henn, Hillyer, Horsford, Thomas M. Howe, Jack- 
son, John Johnson, George G. King, Landry, Mason, 


McDonald, McNair, Meacham, Miller, Molony, Henry D. |) Roberts, for the purpose of having it referred. 
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drew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Perkins, Polk, 
Porter, Preston, Robinson, Sackett, Schermerhorn, School- 
craft, Scudder, Origen 8. Seymour, Smart, Frederick P. 
Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Strother, Taylor, Thurston, | 
Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Alexander 
White, Wilcox, and Withams—96. 

NAY S—Messrs. Charies Allen, Averett, Beale, Bennett, 
Bocock, Bragg, Buell, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Clemens, 
Cleveland, Cobb, John G. Davis, Dawson, Duncan, Ed- 
mundson, Waulkner, Ficklin, Floyd, Freeman, Giddings, 
Gilmore, Isham G. Harris, Hart, Hebard, Hibbard, Hoila- 
day, Houston, Howard, John W. Howe, Ingersoll, Ives, 
Jenkins, Andrew Jolinson, James Johnson,Daniel T. Jones, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Preston King, Kurtz, 
Leteher, Lockhart, Mace, McMultiin, Millson, Murphy, 
Murray, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Penniman, Phelps, Reed, 
Richardson, Robbins, Robie, Loss, Russell, Savage, Skel 
ton, Smith, Stanly, Benjamio Stanton, Abraham P. Ste- 
phens, Stone, St. Martin, Towushend, Venable, Welch, 
Addison White, Wildrick, and Woodward—72. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

MARGARET L. WORTH. 

Mr. POLK. I now desire to make a report 
from the Committee of Conference appointed to 
consider the case of Mrs. Margaret L. Worth. | 

‘The report of the Committee of Conference was | 
then read, as follows: 

‘The Committee of Conference upon the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses, upon the bill for the relief of Mrs. Mar- | 
garet L. Worth, met, and after full and free consultation, 
agree, and recommend that the House of Representatives 
recede trom its amendment fo the Senate bill, and that said 
bill be passed in the form in which it came from the Senate. | 

SOLON BORLAND, 
JAMES SHIELDS, 
JOHN DAVES, 
On the part of the Senate. 
WILLIAM H. POLK, 
ROBERT GOODENOW, 

On the part of the House. 

I dissent from the above report. 

I. G. HARRIS. 
December 21, 1852. 

Mr. POLK. I move the adoption ofthe report, 
and upon that I call the previous question. 
Mr. ORR. I desire to say a word upon the 

subject of this report. 

Mr. POLK. I called the previous question | 
upon the adoption ofthe report. I will state to the 
gentleman from South Carolina, however, that my 
only object in making that motion was to prevent 
a consumption of the time of the House. There 
is no need for the House, at this time, to go into 
an investigation of the case. The Committee of 
Conference have properly considered it, and it is 
useless to consume the time of the House with it. 

Mr. ORR. It may be setting a very important | 
precedent. I ask to have the original bill read. 

Mr. POLK. Itis setting no precedent. The | 
same has been done in Congress in many similar 
instances. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question hav- 
ing been demanded, the Chair must remind the 
gentleman from Tennessee that discussion is not 
in order. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
may be read. 

Mr. ORR. Task that both the original bill and 
amendment may be reported. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
the bill is not in the House. 

Mr. HUNTER. I should like to know how 
we are going to vote on the bill if it is not in the 
House? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is correct. It 


I ask that the amendment 


will be impossible to pass the bill when it is not in | 


the possession of the House. 
Mr. BRIGGS. [ am well acquainted with all 
the circumstances connected with this case; and if 


the House will allow me, I will make a brief state- | 


ment of the facts. 
Mr. POLK. 
House. 


House. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
quire of the gentleman from Tennessee if this bill 
originated in the House or in the Senate? 

Mr. POLK. In the Senate. 


Mr. STEPHENS. Then I will suggest that | 
the proper course for us to pursue will be to wait | 
till the Senate has considered the report of the | 
conferees and sent the bill down. to the House. || 


Mr. POLK. I will, then, with the consent of 
the House, withdraw the report and wait the ac- | 
tion of the Senate. 

Mr. HENN. [ask the unanimous consent of | 
the House to take up from the Speaker’s table | 
Senate bill No. 429, for the relief of Benjamin S. 





| 
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lar order of business. 
The SPEAKER. 
the State of Maine. 
Mr. STROTHER. Is it in order to moy 
the rules of the House be suspended and th, 
House resolve itself into the Committee , 
Whole on the state of the Union? 
The SPEAKER. That motion is in order 
Mr. STROTHER. Then I submit the mori 
The question was put, and the motion - 
agreed to—ayes 31, noes not counted, 
Mr. HENN. Is it in order to move to op , 
the consideration of the business on the S; her’, 
table? 
The SPEAKER. Not until the morning 
has expired. , - 


RECEPTION OF PETITIONS, 
Mr. STANLY. I now insist upon the recuja, 


order of business. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order of bys. 
ness is the call of the States for petitions. es 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. When this is dis. 
posed of, is not the next order of business the eq)! 
of committees for reports ? ; 
The SPEAKER. The impression of the Chai, 
is, without referring to the rules, that the ney 


Petitions are in Order frop, 
4 


€ that 
At the 
of the 


Was dis. 


eaker’s 


: 
hour 


| business is to call the States for resolutions. 


Mr. JONES. My impression is, that after the 
first ten days of the session, it is only in order to 
call the States for resolutions on Monday. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is correc, 
The next business in order, when the States sha! 
have been called for petitions, will be the eall of 
committees for reports. 

Mr. JONES. Then I move to dispense with 
the call for petitions, and proceed to call the com. 
mittees for reports. 

The SPEAKER. 
made by unanimous consent. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object. 

[Cries of ** Oh, no!’’} 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 will state that I object 
for the simple reason that 1 have some petitions 
which I desire to present. 

Mr. JONES. move, then, that if any gentle. 


That motion can only be 


/'men have petitions to present, they rise and pre- 


sent them, without going through the regular call, 

TheSPEAKER. That course will be pursued, 
unless objected to. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I object. If gentlemen 
insist upon keeping up this rule, I want them w 
have the full benefit of it. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
States for petitions. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. [have here two petitions, 


one of them asking for action with regard to sig- 
| nals upon the coast of Florida. 


It is very short, 
and I ask to have it read. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. [ask if it is in order to 
have that petition read ? 
The SPEAKER. Not unless by unanimous 
_consent. It is the duty of a member, under the 


‘| rule, on presenting a petition, to make a bnef 


verbal statement of its contents. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. It is not in my powerto 
state the substance of the petition in fewer words 
‘than by reading the paper itself. It refers toa 
matter in which another section of the country 8 
concerned more than that from which I come. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Dol understand the Char 
to decide that the gentleman has the right to dis- 
cuss the petition? ' 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated that the 
gentleman has the right to state briefly its con- 
_ tents. 


| Mr. CLEVELAND. 


1 think the bill must be in the || 
According to my recollection, it was sent | 


down here from the Senate for the action of the } and ‘I will adhere to it literally. The petitioners 


I desire to in- || 88Y? 


I am aware of the rule, 


| 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representative 

| of the Congress of the United States, to convene on the 
first Monday of December, 1852: 
The petition of the undersigned underwriters, merchan®, 
| and others, of the city of New London, interested in ship 
| ping and navigatjon, respectfully showeth, that within te 
last twelve months a series of signals (fifteen in number) 
have been erected by one of the triangulation parties 0 "* 
United States Coast Survey, along the line of the Plone 
| reefs, indicating dangerous points, at distances varying 10" 
five to seven miles from the shore, being the same de=!zi* 
ted in a communication to the Treasury Department, [om 
A. D. Bache, Superintendent of the Coast Survey, da! 


essential service to navigation in the adjacent waters, but 
that the means at the disposal of those charged with - 
Coast Survey, were sufficient only for the erection oa 
nals of a temporary character, and that the security of |! 
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engaged in the navigation of those 
' pion of your petitioners, requires that the 

in the opt J é . 

»rred to be made permanent. 


operty targely 


2 CLINGMAN. The gentleman from Con- 
«ecg reading the petition itself. I object. 
The gentleman from Con- 
that he cannot read the 


yout l f my 
rhe SPEAKER. 
be aware 


icut must 


Pee CLEVELA ND. lam aware of the rule, 
nal lying with it literally. I cannot state 
of the petition in fewer words than to 


| ncomi 
nd am a 


the sontents 
vd it. . ° 
The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think 
+. centieman is complying with the rule in read- 
the cTenuceis ¢ 

e petition. 

CLEVELAND. Well, at the request of 
y friends around me, I will yield my right, 
a uch | would not do so merely for the gratifica- 
af certain gentlemen who could not carry 
‘| » motions through the other day. I will, 
state verbally the substance of the peti- 


ing th 
Mr. 


ther ow 


therefore, 








C rain signals have been established on the 
act of Florida, and these petitioners ask to have 
hem continued, by the action of Congress, at the 
expense of the Government. These signals are 


deemed important, especially in that region. | now 
move that the petition be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, without reading, to gratify my 
friend from North Carolina, (Mr. Criveman,]| who 
did not get through his motion the other day. 

The petition was accordingly referred. 

Mr. CLEVELAND then presented the petition 
of sundry widows of officers who lost their lives in 
the war of 1812, asking that they may receive a 
pension for life; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. If it is in order, I ask the 
nnanimous consent of the House to withdraw from 
the House the petition of Elisha Whitney, and 
ask that it be referred to a select committee. 

Mr.STANLY. I object to anything that is not 
in the reeular order of business. 

Mr. HEBARD presented the petition of Zacha- 
riah- Bassett, asking for bounty land; which he 
asked to have referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. 

Mr. MILLSON. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Vermont, that his petition would prop- 
erly be referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Claims. 

Mr. HEBARD. 
tination. 

The petition was accordingly referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. FLORENCE presented the proceedings of 
a meeting in the city of Philadelphia, of the sur- 


I have no objection to that des- 


viving soldiers of the war of 1812, asking that they | 


may have one hundred and sixty acres of land 
granted tothem,—together with sundry resolutions 
attached to said proceedings, asking Congress to 
pass alaw to that effect. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting at Wilks- 
barre, Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, of the sol- 
diers of the war of 1812, their widows and children, 
asking that one hundred and sixty acres ofland may 
be granted to them. Also, a memorial, signed by 
citizens of the city and county of Philadelphia, 
soldiers of the war of 1812, asking the same relief; 
which were severally referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania, presented a me- 
morial from citizens of the county of Philadelphia, 
soldiers of the war of 1812, their widows and chil- 
dren, asking Congress to modify the bounty land 
act of September 28th, 1850, so as to give to each 
of the persons intended to be benefited by said 
act, and to seamen and marines who served in said 
war, one hundred and sixty acres of land; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FAULKNER presented a petition, purport 
of which not heard; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military A ffairs. 

Mr. VENABLE presented the petition of sun- 
dry persons, citizens of the State of North Caro- 
lina, against the appointment of chaplains to the 
two Houses of Congress, and in the Navy and 
Army of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ORR presented the petition of Lucy Se- 
Crest, setting forth that her husband, Leroy Se- 
crest entered into the service of the United States, 
first as a private in Captain McMahon’s company 
of Tennessee volunteers in the Creek war of 1812, 
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under General Jackson, and remained in service 
six months; that he served the United States as 
first lieutenant in Colonel Goodyer’s regiment of 
South Carolina volunteers, in the Florida war, in 
which he served three months; that he again en- 
tered the service of the United States as captain of 
company 1, Palmetto regiment, in the war of Mex- 
ico, and was in actual service three months, during 
which time he contracted a disease which termin- 
ated in his death a few days after his arrival home; 
that the petitioner has a family of five children, 
among whom are two daughters, for whom she 
has no means of support; that she has been placed 
on the pension roll at the rate of $120 per annum, 
which will expire on the 14th day of January, 
1853. ‘The petitioner asks that she may be placed 
upon the pension roll for life. 

‘The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Georgia, presented the 
memorial of the Legislature of Georgia, asking 
indemnity for losses sustained by certain cluzens 
of the State of Georgiaand Alabama from the hos- 
tilities of the Creek Lndians in the year 1836. ‘The 
memorial refers to the previous action of the Gov- 
ernment on the claims, and sets out the grounds 
and principles upon which they are founded. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WATKINS presented the memorial of 
John F. Robertson, praying for a pension on ac- 
count of wounds received in the service of the 
United States; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio, presented a'memorial of 
citizens of Scroggsfield, Ohio, praying for the re- 
moval of the seat of Government, and asked that 


| it be referred to a select committee. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 object to that. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 propose to debate that 
petition, and of course, under the rules,"it will go 
over. 

The SPEAKER. 
under the rule. 

Mr. BELE presented a petition of citizens of 
Winchester, Preble county, Ohio, for a pension to 
William Morris, a soldier in the Mexican war, as 
an invalid; which was referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Will it be in order 
to introduce a bill of which previous notice has 
been given? 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. GOODENOW.. I object. 

Mr. DAVIS. I hope the gentleman will with- 
draw his objection, as | have a very important 
bill, and I am anxious to have it referred to a 
committee. 

The objection was not withdrawn, and the bill 
was not introduced. 

Mr. PARKER presented the petition of Ste- 
phen Austin, of Cass county, Indiana, of the 
United States corps of marines, during the last 
war with Great Britain, asking that the provisions 
of the bounty land act of September 28, 1850, 
be extended to himself and others rendering sim- 
ilar services; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. LOCKHART presented the petition of 
Samuel Hall, President of the Evansville and Il- 
linois Railroad Company, asking fora grant of 
land to aid in the construction of said road; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the petition of the 
county court of McDonald county, Missouri, pray- 
ing to be permitted to relinquish certain school 
lands, and to select other lands in lieu thereof; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. DOTY presented the petition of William 
A. Prentiss and four hundred and forty-eight other 


The petition will go over 


citizens of Milwaukie, fora grant of land in aid of 


the construction of a railroad from Chicago, by 
Milwaukie, to Lake Superior; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HENN presented the following memorials : 

The memorial of Isham D. Higdon and one 
hundred and twenty-four others, citizens of Iowa, 
asking that the effice of Chaplain may be abolished; 

Also, the memorial of Allen Lippincott and six- 
ty-five others, citizens of lowa, upon the same 
subject; 

Also, the memorial of Alfred Forbes and eighty- 
two others, citizens of lowa, upon the same sub- 
ject; 
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Aliso, the memorial of Edmund Morris and one 
hundred and eight others, citizens of lowa, upon 
the sume subject; , 

Also, the memorial of J. W. McDonegal and 
one hundred and seventy-seven others, citizens of 
lilinois, upon the same subject. 

Also, the memorial of Elias M. Willitts and 
Sixty-two others, citizens of Lllimois, upon thesame 
sul ject; 

Which were severally referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. S 


Mr. LANE, 


I have no petitions to present, 


but I ask leave to introduce two bills, of which 
notice was given at the last session. 

Mr. STANLY. I object. 

Mr. LANE. I should be much obliged to the 
gentleman from North Carolina if he will allow 


these bills to be introduced and referred to the 


Committee on Public Lands. 
TheSPEAKER. Th 
Mr. LANE. I am inclined to think; if the een 


tleman will recollect 


»oblectron 18 persisted in 


that Oregon is outside, and, 
this beit r the short session, unless these bills can 
go to a committee at an early day, we can expect 
nothing this session, he will withdraw his objec- 
tion. 

Mr. STANLY. We shall reach the gent); 
man’s matter before we get to North Carolina. | 
object. 

ENROLLED BILLS. 

Mr. WILDRICK, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported as correctly enrolled, “* An act 
for the relief of James N. Fawns;’’ and, also, a 
joint resolution authorizing the settlement of the 
accounts of the public printer for paper used by 
him 1 which, 
thereupon, severally received the signature of th 
Sveaker. 

‘The SPEAKER. 


the Committee on E! 


since the first of November, 1852; 


Reports are in order from 
ections. 
LITTELL. 


Was 


JOHN 8S. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I 


Committee on lect 


by tne 


Session, to 


instructed 
ons, at the last 
the case of John Se 


of John 


Congress, but did not 


} -t 
suomit a report 


contested the 


on Littell, who 


Robbins at the last 


an opportunity to do so. 


seat 
cet 
1 submit it now, and ask that the accompanying 
resolution be adopted. 


mr 3 } 


he resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to pay to Je 
Littell his per diem and mileage, usually allowed to 


ns 


as are 


members of Congress, trom the commencement of the 
Thirty-first Congress to the llth day of September, 1850 
inclusive, the contest for a seat between lim and the Hon. 


John Robbins, jr., having been decided on that day. 


A MemBeERr. 
re sohutu n. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. If resolution 


has been read by the Clerk is not pas 


Letus have an explanation of the 
the which 
ed now, in 
WO , aga ali ‘ . i! . I 4 i; 

ail human provadiity it Will nol be reached dur 
the remainder of thes 


The faets of the case 


Selon. 
are briefly these: John S. 
Littell came to Washington at the commencement 
of the Thirty-first Congress, and claimed the seat 
held by John Robbins, jr. His 

referred to the Committee on Elections, which 
the case, 
reported a resolution to the House, which was 
adopted, authorizing the parties to the contest to 
take testimony of witnesses in the case before any 
alderman or justice of the peace in Philadetphi t 

Accordingly, testimony was taken, and being 
transmitted to the House, it was referred to th: 
Committee on Eleetions, which committee subs¢ 

quently submitted to the House majority and mi- 
nority reports. On the J1th of September, 1850 
the House decided in favor of Mr. Robbins, the 
sitting member. The Committee on Elections 
who had thorou rhiy examined the merits of the 
ease, were convinced that the contestant 


ind 


memorial was 


committee, after some examination of 


’ 


ld 


mileage in accordance 


snor 
be paid his per diem 
with the poli y of C 
and reported a 
Committee on Claims 


mngress theretofore pursued 
that effect. The 


: ‘ 
of this Congress are satis- 


resolution to 


fied he oucht to receive the compensation hereto- 


} 
; 


similar cases, and, by their 
} 1, 


fore allowed in all 
rection, | have presented 
consideratior . | nope that it will 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. [ 


d 
tlon now unde 
' 
I 


the reso 
' 
sf? ad 


opted. 


move that the 


resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania. If it is 
order, | propose to say a w rd or two ont res 
olution. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is not de- 
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batable, a motion having been submitted to lay 
it upon the table. : 
The question was taken, and th House refused 
to lay the resolution upon the table. 
Mr. JONES. | demai d the yé is and nays on 
the adoption otf the resolution. 
Mr. CARTTER. |! call for tellers on the yeas 
and nays 
"L'elle 
Tenn ee, al d Jones were appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers reported 
sufficient number. 
So the yeas and nays were ordered. 


aves 34; a 


The questi nm was tnen taken on the resolution, 
and it was adopted—ye 


VY EAS—Mesers. Abercrombie, Allison, Ashe, Thomas 
H. Bayly, Bennett. Bowie, Bowne, John H. Boyd, Breck 
invidge, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Caskie, Chandler, Chapman, Chastain,Clemens, Cleveland, 
Curtis. Darby, George T. Davis, Dawson, Disney, Dockery, 
Doty. Duncan, Evans, Florence, Gamble, Gaylord, Gil 
more, Goodenow, Grey, Hall, Harper, Sampson W. Har 
ris, Hascall, Henn, Hillyer, Horstord, Howard, Thomas M 
Howe, Ingersoll, Jackson, J. Glancy Jones, George G. 
King, Kurtz, Mason, McLanahan, 


s 83, nays 74; as follows: 





MeMullin, McNair, 


Meacham, Miller, Henry D. Moore, Morrison, )sewton, 
Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Poik, Porter, Powell, Preston, 
Price, Reed, Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Sackett, Schermer 
horn, 8 eraft, Origen 8. Seymour, Stanly, Benjamin 


Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Al 


exander H. Stephens, Taylor, Thurston, Walsh, Ward, 
Washburn, Watkins, and Williams—s3. 
NAY S—Messrs. Willis Allen, Averett, Babcock, Bocock 


tragg, Brenton, Briggs, Buell, Busby, Joseph Cable, Caid 
well, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Churchwell, Clingman, 
Cobb, Cullom, John G. Davis, Eastman, Edmundson, 
Faulkner, Fitch, Floyd, Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Gorman, Green, Grow, Isham G. , Hibbard, Holla 
day, Hlouston, John W. Howe, Hunter, Ives, Jenkins. 
Andrew Johnson, Jam Johnson, Robert W. Johnso: 

Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Preston King, L 
Lockhart, Mace, MeDonald, Millson, Molony, Morehead, 
Murphy, Murray, Nabers, Olds, Orr, Samue! W. Parker, 
Penn, Penniman, Perkin , Savage, Skelton, 
Smart, Sinith, Snow, St. Martin, Stuart, Townshend, Wal 

bridge, Welch, Wells, Wilco Wildrick, and Woodward 
-74. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania. | move that 
the vote just taken be reconsidered, and that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are still in order 
fyom the Committee on Elections. 

THE ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. I understand that at the second 
session of a Congress, the business of the House 
is to be taken up in the condition in which it was 
left at the previous session. 

The SPEAKER. The practice has been at the 

| 
last session of a Congress to begin de novo. 

Mr. HARRIS. The Committee on the District 
of Columbia was the last committee reached at the 
adjournment of the last session. ‘The committees 
below that had not been called during that session 
for more than six months. 

The SPEAKER. The following is the rule 


that controls the Chair in this case: 





harris 
alt 
cier, 


. Phelps, Ross 


*©99. After six days from the commencement of asecond 
or subsequent session of any Congress, all bills, resolutions, 
and reports, which originated in the House, and at the close 
of the next preceding session remained undetermined, shall 
be resumed and acted on in the same manner as if an ad 
journment had not taken place.”’ 

It has reference to the matter reported, and not 
to the calling of committees for reports. 

The Chair will state further, that it has been the 
uniform practice of the House, and he had had 
occasion to look into that practice, to commence 
the call of committees with the Committee on Elee- 
tions. 

HENDRICK B. WRIGHT. 

Mr. GAMBLE. The Committee on Elections 
unanimously instruct me to report the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be directed to pay 
Hendrick B. Wright, contestant in the contested election 
case from the Eleventh Congressional district of Pennsyl 
vania, in the first session of the Thirty-second Congress, 
the same daily pay and mileage paid to members of this 
House, from the first day of said session until the second 
day of July following, inclusive, being the day on which 
said contest was decided, 


Mr. LETCHER. 1 call for the yeas and nays 
on the adoption of that resolution. , 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SACKETT. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, whether this resolution 
is not in substance precisely similar to the one 
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were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of 





voted down by this House at the last session? | 


My impression is that it is. 
Mr. GAMBLE. In reply I will state to the 


rentleman from New York, thatit is not the same | 


resolution that was voted down at the close of the 
last session. That resolution proposed to pay the 


contestant, Mr. Wright, in addition to his per diem | 


and mileage, the expenses of the contest, whilst 
this one is exclusively confined to the payment of 
his per diem and mileage. 


The committee care- | 


fully investigated the case, and unanimously in- | 
structed me to report the resolution to the House. | 


I trust it may be adopted. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
adopted—yeas 100, nays 50; as follows: 

YE AS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Allison, William 
Appleton, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Bowie, Bragg, Busby, 


ee? 


askie, Chandler, Chapman, Chastain, Clark, Clemens, 


&. Carrington Cabell, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, | 
c 
C 


leveland, Curtis, Darby, George T. Davis, Dawson, Dis- 
iey, Doty, 
Floyd, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Green, Grow, Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Hart, 
Haven, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Howard, Thos. 
M. Howe, Ingersoll, Jackson, Robert W. Johnson, J. 
Gilaney Jones, George G, 
MeDonald, McLanahan, McMullin, McNair, Meade, Mil 
ler, Molony, Henry D. Moore, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, 
Nabers, Newton, Olds, Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Polk, Por- 


Duncan, Evane, Ewing, Ficklin, Florenee, | 


King, Kurtz, Lockhart, Mace, | 


ter, Preston, Price, Reed, Riddle, Robbins, Robie, Ross, | 


Origen 8S. Seymour, Skelton, Smith, Stanly, Benjamin 
Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Abraham P. Stephens, Alex- 
ander H. Stephens, Stuart, Taylor, Thurston, Townshend, 
Venable, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Addison 
White, and Williams—100. 

NAYS—Messys 
cock, Brenton, Brig Buell, Caldwell, Cartter, Church- 
well, Clingman, Cobb, Cullom, John G. Davis, Dockery, 
Fastman, Edmundson, Faulkner, Fitch, Gorman, Grey, 
Isham G. Harris, Hebard, Horsford, Houston, John W. 
Howe, Hunter, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, 





Averett, Babcock, Bctl, Bennett, Bo- | 








Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Letcher, Martin, Mill- || 


son, Morehead, Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Penniman, Per- 
kins, Phelps, Savage, Smart, Snow, Walbridge, Welch, 
Wells, Wélcox, and Woodward—s0, 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. GAMBLE. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted, and to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


JOHN TALIAFERRO. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I am instructed 
by the Committee on Elections to report the fol- 
lowing resolution to the House, and to ask its 
idoption: 

Resolved, 'That the Clerk of this House pay to John Tal 
iaferro, of Virginia, the same compensation per diem and 
mileage that was allowed to members of Congress under the 
then existing law, computing the per diem from the com- 


mencement of the first session of the Twelfth Congress, till | 


the second of December, 1811; also, that he pay the said 


‘Taliaferro a like compensation per diem and mileage from | 
the commencement ef the first session of the Thirteenth | 


Congress to and including the second of August, 1813; and 
the like compensation per diem and mileage, computing the 


per diem from the commencement of the second session of | 
the Thirteenth Congress to and including February 17th, | 


1814. 


Mr. DAVIS. Lask the attention of the House 
for a few moments whilst I briefly state the merits 
of this case as embodied in the report accompany- 
ing the resolution. Mr. Taliaferro occupied a seat 
in this body some thirty years ago. He was a 
member of the House for twenty or twenty-five 
years. In the year 1811 there was a contested 
election for Congress in his district. 


His oppo- || 


nent got the return, but he appeared and contested | 


the election, and was declared by a vote of the 
House to be entitled to hisseat. The contest con- 


tinued for some time, and as is evidenced by the | 


records, he did not take his seat nor receive his 
mileage and perdiem for the first session of that 


serting the claim which he finally successfully es- 
tablished. At the next Congress the seat of his 


opponent, who had received the return, was again | 


contested by him. 

Mr. Taliaferro obtained three successive re- 
ports of a committee of this House in his favor, 
but he was finally, by a strict party vote, declared 
to be not entitled to the seat which he contested. 
Now, in either, and both of these cases, he is en- 
titled to what he claims by the rules and practice 
of the House. He was declared entitled to the 
seat in the first instance, but did not take it, nor 


receive his mileage and per diem till the second | 


session of that Congress, and for the payment of 
that mileage and per diem he ought to have the 
unanimous vote of the House. 

On the rules and usage of this House, he is 


equally entitled to receive compensation for the | 


| 
| 
| 
i 


BE. 


period during which he, a second 

He did not press the claj 
being a member of Congress, from motives 
Within the last few years he 
his claim, and has received the unanim, 
of a former Committee on Elections in ¢ 


the seat. 


icacy. 


Dec. 22 


Lime, ex Nte 


MM &t thar 


bik 
iS re 


ry 
ave 


He is now living at the age of eighty years ;, 
reduced circumstances, and needing this 


He is honestly entitled to it. 


Mr. HALL. 


{ understand the resohys;, 
provide for the payment of his mileage d 


sur 


first session of the Congress in which he wa, 
clared, by a vote of this House, entitled 


I would inquire of the gentleman whethe 


Ued toa 


admitted to his seat, he did notreceive his mle. 


Mr. DAVIS. 


show it. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


| During the whole of the f-. 
| sion, he did not take his seat at all 


I should like 
far back our antiquarian friends of the C 
1 e 


il 


The 7. ' 


to ky 
LO Know } 


on Elections have extended their res 


should like to know whether there 


are any 


cases behind this yet to be reported? 


Mr. DAVIS. I will answer the 
Whether there are one hundred, or one 
thousand cases, ought notto enterinté the o, 
eration of this House, if they are fair and ho: 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I would like to} 


if this was a fair case, why it was not paid 


vent 
em CIILEely 


LUNG 


) 


time, and by those who knew the facts? 


Mr. DAVIS. 


member of Congress. 
from motives of delicacy. 


I will say in reply, that | 
lieve, if the claim had been presented, that it 
have been promptly paid atthe time. Mr, ’T 
ferro, at that time, was a gentleman ‘of 
and for nearly twenty years afterwards, 
He did not press the 
secause from t 


wo 
ia 
fort 


motives the claim has been deferred, he sh: 
suffer. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 


I will, by the Herm 
i} of my friend, say a word or two. It 


| by this time, from the questions propounded, 








the House do not understand the case. The; 
that it goes back some thirty years, instead of 
| ing an objection, makes the case more meritori 
| Mr.-Taliaferro contested the seat of Mr. Hung 
He contested it avai 


ford, and obtained it. 


following Congress, and lost it, as the facts of t 


report show. 


He continued almost uninter 


edly a member of this House for twenty or t 


years, and felt a delicacy during tl 


presentation of his claim. 


He was at 
tune; and, perhaps, had it not been that: 


lat time to the 
1an of f 


cat Mis 


tune has overtaken him in his old age, he w 
not have asked for this mileage and per diem. 
gained, as I have already stated, one of the: 
tested seats, and lost the other; and he comes 
completely within the rule of the House wi 
has been acted upon during more than fifty ye 


of the Government. 


That members look sco 
| fully on this claim only shows that. they have 


investigated the facts of the case, and are unvill- 


ing to do justice. 


The second time he conteste 
the seat he had three reports in his favor fron 


committee of this House on three different « 


sions, but lost by a strict 


party vote. 


When i 


his old age he comes forward, will this Gover 
=> ’ 

ment plead the statute of limitation against a hi 

honorable man, because he chose to put ofi 


claim till now? 


When he is poor, and upon t! 
| bed of sickness, maybe death, | would scor 


withhold justice from such a claimant. 


Mr. BOCOCK. I desire to propound an ing! 
| to the Chair. 


There seem to be embraced in thi 
| resolution two distinct claims: one for per dier 
Congress, being occupied during that time in as- || 


i 





and mileage during the first Congress he contest’ 


| the seat of Mr. Hungerford, about which, M: 


Speaker, it seems to me there can be not the 
shadow of a doubt on the mind of any man,a 
a claim for per diem and mileage for another © 


gress. 


Now, however the gentleman from Ma 


sachusetts [Mr. Davis] may think about the latte 
claim, or however | may think about it, ther 
may be those here who would willingly vot 
the first claim who would have some difficulty 


voting for the last one. 


I inquire of the CI 


whether we can have a separate vote on thet 


branches of the resolution ? 
The SPEAKER. 

lution divisible. 
Mr. BOCOCK. 
Mr. DAVIS, (resuming.) 


The Chair thinks the reso 


I then call for a division. 


I will now reply ' 


a suggestion of the gentleman from Virginia, |M« 
‘There are very good reasons why 


Letcuer.]} 
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brought up after a very great 
be closely scrutinized. 


is 


if sl ould 











, ‘tatio , to the case may he ave become 
i e facts in relation té‘the present 
cord. ‘There is no mistake abouta 
n. Weknow perfectly well that 
ontest, and that he got the seat. We 
e did not take his seat till the second 
d that the second time he contested he 
. 1 reports of committees in his favor, 
iofeated in the House by a close vote. | 
if the gentleman had examined 
of the case, he would have reached 
; e conclusion the committee have. 
i oe, LETC! I want a chance to examine 
a “of myself. I do not want to vote blind- 
5 “which comes up after the lapse of 
Be ; 2, and appet ils to the House for its vote. 
ee ut. DA VIS. Ti) he Committee on Elections 
ei refully in vestigated all the facts in this 
. i the gentleman has as much evidence on 
as 1 has on most of the cases passed 
i this House. The committee have ex- 
1 +he records, and there is no means for de 
33 yiution under cons meee I was unan- 
pr structed to report to the I louse, and | 
ie | pass. 
ort of the committee was then read, 
: Comunittee on Elections of the House of Represent 
whom the memorial of John Taliaferro, of Vir 
ferred, have carefully examined and consid 
ind report— ; 
; nears by the Journals of the House, that on the 17th 
: ie, 1816, the Committee on Elections reported and rec 
ided to the House for adoption the following reso 
} ved, Thatthe Clerk of this House pay to John 
erro, ot Virginia, the same compensation per diem and 
eas is allowed members of Congress ; computing the 
; and mileage from the commencement of the first 
; ‘Twelfth Congress until the 30th day of No 
\lso, that he pay the said Taliaferro like 
sation per diem and mileage, computing the p 





ithe commencement of the first session of the 
th Congress, to and including the 2d of August, 1813; 
ympensation per diem and mileage, computing 


3 r diem from the commencement of the second 
rhirteenth Congress until the 17th day of Febru 


session 
ary, 
d that resolution appears to have been to al 
Mr. Taliaferro the usual compensation of a member 
luting ime he was engaged in contests for a seat 
It does not appear, however, by the Jour 
in the committee re ports, that the resolution was 
anied by a statement of the facts which led to its 
g reported by the committee. Tt was, on motion, which 
ided verbal explanation of its merits, laid on the t 
# tagain acted on by the [ouse. 
i n e find on the Journals, and in the files of 
E I following facts, which they deem it proper 


m of 


s House. 





sent for the consideration of the Hous 
the commencement of the first session of the Twelfth 
Bs gress, on the 4th of November, 1811, John Taliaferro, 
appeared to contest the right of J. P. Hunger 


House; and on the 7th of that month 
st against the right of said Hungerford was pre 
» the House, and referred to the Committee on 
is. That protest stated, that by the law of Virginia, 
y were entitled to vote for a representative 
s who were possessed of a freehold estate, at leant 
ed quantity of land, and who had been so pos 
mouths prior to their giving a vote, whereas 
hundred of the voters constituting Hungerford’s 

y of four had been allowed to vote on leases ex 
io them within ten days prior to the said election, 


eat in the 


y of them on the day of election, in violation of the + 


tinia; and the deduction of those votes from the 
said Hungerford would result in the declaration of 
on of said Taliaferro. Upon these facts, so al 
said Taliaferro, the then Committee on Elections, 
2\st of the same month, reported in his favor; and 
20th of the same month the conclusions of the report 
ypted by the House, and the said Taliaferro was 
ed to his seat, only nineteen members voting in the 
He took his seat on the 2d of December, to 

lay the House had adjourned from November 29th. 
Journals of the House further show, thatat the com- 
mt of the first session of the Thirteenth Congress, 
1813, John Taliaferro again appeared to contest 
rghtofJ. P. Hungerford to a seat in this House, and on 
that month his protest to that effect was pre 
to the House. The said protest alleged in substance 
of objection to the right of said Hungerford; 
Hat the statute of Virginia, prescribing the mode in 
i the poll lists should be kept, had not been complied 
that the election of said Hungerford had been 
ured ; second, that about one hundred of those who 
‘or said Hungerford, his declared majorjty being about 
; had not been possessed of a freehold interest in lan d 

ionths prior to the election, according to the rv quire 
of the laws of Virginia. On the first of these points 
mmittee—Jnne 1L0th—reported in favor of said Talia 
‘Tro, and on the 15th of June that report was non-concurred 
e House by amajority of four. On the 28th of June 
minitteé again reported in substance, that ifin the 
eine it ot the House it was necessary, according to the 
ae ; f Virginia, that a voter should have been possessed of 
* 'reehold estate in land, on which he was allowed to vote, 








nh, and 
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six months prior to the said Ie was from Virginia Bocoe K,] who « 
not elected, and John Taliaferro was elected, thus prese1 ‘ d to those gentlemen who called for the 
ing to the House the identical issue which ha ; 
by the Twelfth Congress in favor of th sa ve ind nays, not to take the yeas and nays ul 
The consideration of this report was, on t \ first ranch of the resolut: Chere is 1 
July, 1813, postponed to the first day of the next s questi he obtained his seat, and we should 
Atthe commencement of the said second seas : ihe ae , . 
then to be acted on was recommitted to the ¢ ' e riouse unnecessarily. 
Elections, and on the 10th January, 1814, that M IONE ‘Tennessee There is no a 
reported the following resolutions to the Hous propria vv h this can be paid, or it would 
* Resolved, That the said elect was illegal, and « t e paid by law 
to be set aside ’ ‘ ate he tak oo a 
‘ Resolved, That J. P. Hungerford is not entitled to a rhe hese taken wpod Che fre 
seat in this House.”’ 1 < Lhe nulion, and there were--j eas J 
On the 17th February, 1814, th Hou I t ; as i OWS 
aforesaid resolution of the committee, and urt wll \ MM Aber ubie, Willis Allen, John Appk 
was taken in the cast n,A B Benne I «, Bowie, Bowne, Brenton, 
It appears from the reg g fa t Mr. ‘ Brigg \ ( Brow Burrows, Busby, EB. Carringtor 
was, i the first in ince succe i esta g Lewis D. ¢ n i, ‘Phonmp 1: Campbell, Carte 
claim to a seat, and that in secon s ( ‘ r< Clemet Cleveland, Cur 
had so much of merit as repeat y to t ted upo Darb { . bp Dockery, Doty, Dyncan, Edmu 
favorably by a committee of Hous id ne very mn, Fa er, I I d, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller 
near receiving the assent iL majoril it T Db. 1 G ble, Gaylord, Gilmore, Grey, Grow 
The committee consider that, i g th Li "i ! G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haws 
Mr. Taliaferro was, with m it i H i } VV Howe, Thomas M. How 
vation, discharging a public duty, and vindix t Ir Rol W.J yn, George G. King, Kurtz, Lar 
of elections; and they feel justified, byt \ u i I viart MelLanahan, McNair, Meacham 
in such cases, to submit to the Hou t i npanving Mi i M Henry D. Moore, John Moore, 
! lution for its adopt M N w, Andrew Parker, Samuel W 
* r Park 1 . Porter, Price, Reed, Robbins, Sackett 
Mr. ASHI I move to. ne itl e ‘ Origen 8. Seymour. Skelton. Smart. Stan!s 
SO as to give him the per diem a } that Ber Star . Fred « P. Stanton, Abraham P. Stepher 
was allowed to mem I Cong ider the Alexander I. Stephens, Strother, Taylor, Thurston, Wal 
then existing law. ridge, VW , W i. Washburn, Watkins, Welch, Whit 
Mr. DAVIS [ have no obi Lio to Il ar end . or Mii Charles Allen, Averett, Babcock, Bu 
ment. The san 1@ per dier nd mil us would Caldwell. ¢ iin. Churchwell, Cobb, Conger, Cu 
be allowed by the law the force Johu G. Davis, Eastman, Ficklin, Fitch, Giddings, Gorman 


FICKLIN. I desire to ask t 


M r. 














chairman of the Committee on E Da nes, George W. Jones, Preston King 
rh 8° 4 : . ; 

laliaferro had his seat in the first ¢ ss, if he { Ma MeMull Mi Morehead, Nabers 
did not then receive | mileare i | R irdson, Robinson, Ross 
other membe vd if his rt / = StuaA ‘ el W ii Wildri K ba WV a 
saa Nakeen*al —— vs 

pay him doubie mileage . — , 
.'?¢ so the branch of the resolution Was arree 

Vl, AQUP oh ‘ . I f t 

Mr. ASHE. As th ‘ l re ! 
the seat which was contested the SESSiON W 1 

eee ot at Mr. ASHE moved to reconsider the vote by 
not determined until tue s mad sé » oF tl a f ' } f they lution w ! ‘ 
‘ . v7 é i ¢ he resol Ion was ad 
same Congress. vir. Taliaferro « de nd on” Mawe of ig ; , , 
1 ; ; : : . f j I t » reconsider up tne 
and never received nis mie na m ior th 
t v } ter motion was avreed ti 
irst session. e 4} ‘ 
. <7 sas . re a esoliution Was the 
Mr. FICKLIN. As I understood fi \ ' . 
. t . i ¥ 
reading of the report, he succeeded 
1¢ | } ‘ D \ bat pa iid ‘Tahate hike riper ti 
SION, and l ) l f I : i mileag trom the commencement ol the firs 
an adjournment to December ie J h Cong s to and ineluding th 
Mr. ASHE. The Jour of this House do \ugust, | 1 the like compensation per diem 
not state it to be I d i know where the and lea — iting the per aiem trom tue commer 
nate ; = : <q 7™ - . ' t n of the Thirteenth Congress t 
gentleman derives his informatio The J als |’ and including February 17th, 18! 
of the House show most conclusively t e v ' t , ni loptior 
7 z 2 . ee ne que V en take on xdiopton, 
tested his seat in the first se } t t ( ' “ ‘ 

i : wd tn e were yeas oi, nay i4 as now 

t was not unti d , : ‘ 

“heeds : ‘ YEAS—M \bercro Ashe, Bowie, Bowne, J 
Congress that he Kn nd the ne H.B |, E. Carrington Ca wis D. Campbell, Caskie, 
man of great opule inighn posit Lin society Chal ( pinan, Ol ind, Da Dockery, Duncan, 
he felt that it wi no ecoming In k h ; I a Hienry M = ! os re tg re, 

’ Grow, ' laws, Hebar liaday, John Vi lowe 
per diem and mileag 1 he would not do it r, ay, 
er diem al n “4 | as M. Howe, George G. King, Kurtz, Landry, Me 
move to amend the resolution as | have é Nair, Meacham, Miller, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, 
and pay him accordi 7 to the law the I i N ) v. Andrew P ‘ ‘amuel W. Parker, Por 
move the previou: swe on. : kett, Schermerhorn, Origen & 

TH ’ S Sta Stantor -Abrahdm P Stephens 
le pr -yioUs ques } as seco é f I" Vard, Washburn, Wat 
main question oraered We \d iam a4 
Mr. Be eX Ch. | nK i ) ‘ be NAYS I i, Ba ck, Be BR 
divided. i » Buell 1, Cartter, Chastain, Churel 
ao) ate iN. Cl George T. Davis, John 
Mr. JONES dem ec e ind Nays 7 oat \ ; itch. ¢ . 
the resolution, and t upon t ‘ ' ! 1 G. Tare SI psoNn 
Tellers were or ed: and Me ’ Cine \ i Hi I » Hil , Horsfor 
, iH l, Ives, Jaci j J 
ant AULKNER Were appoint d. ; py 
id I E ; a? : { I’. Jones, George W. Jone 
The Hiouse wa aed { ie rs r | rt- Preston | ng, ! . r. Loe khart, (Mae« Mi Muilin. Me nels 
ed—ayes 28, decided to be a sufficient 1 Will i More ud, Morrison, Murphy, Naber: 
So the veas and nays were ordered Orr, Pea Penn, Penniman, Phelps, Polk, Powell, R 
ra , ‘ bhi Robinson, Ross, Savade, Bkelton, Su t 
N = oO SON en . ‘ i . or I . fe. SAK ‘ Ina 
Mr. J EIN SIUN, OF 7 i l ie ow Saati rhurston \rownshend. Venabi Wileo 
House aqiourn. i Wild 74. 
Mr. POLK Upon that moti j he . . . “a 
Mr. 2 L a. p n tin rY So the second | branch of ther solution was not 
reas ant 1S 

_— nays. | . egreed to. 

1e yeas and nays were not ordered _ 

am. eo 4 : Mr. DAViS | move to reconsider the vot 
rhe question was then taken upon Mr. Joun , 
SON’S motir nm, al d it was d ided it! ne f — men. 
I t ) , al ’ it i ii trie ~ i , a7 *rrTT . 
The SPEAKER. The first question 1 ir. MceMULLIN. |! é \y that m 
upon theamendmentoffered by the gent! n " ML "DAVIS M I 
: ; g On, ; . 
North Carolina, [Mr. Asne,} to insert the word ate a eee — os moved 
} 1 . e) Mr. JONES, of Tenn ee | bomit the qu 
‘© under the then existing lav : Fp 1 
. rm WwW tne gentier trom bas us 
Mr. ASHE. [hat amendment was cé ed. ; . } | , ~— etts 
n SORT Vi is} can r floor—the mot lot 
Mr. RICHARDSON. It isa report from t ; , a EOS 
. ; beimne d ta 

committee, and the amendment cannot be accented The SPEAI . x ; 

The question was then taken on the amendmen ie a ere = 
and et . l » a at ‘ 

and it Was agreed to. y 

- > ; ; Vi TON Q nre nit ° 

The question then recurred upon the first n b oa vi » _ nd, unti 
; ' 1 1 : c rev é ‘ e¢ 
of the resolution, which was then re The SPRAKER ' . ; 
bile Li Gul i if ne un raa | 1 

‘ Resolve That the Clerk of the Hou John ¢t | | at 

_ ! ) t ( I vio UCSLION 18 € nh 

Taliaferro, of Virginia, the same compensat ! } ; : Mee ee xa ‘ 

and mileage that is allowed to members of ¢ ress, com ipo! 1 or rejection of the measure 

puting the per diem from the commenceme! first ses Mr. SAC ETT. Ifth entleman { Mas 
sion of the Twelfth Congress, till the 2d of D r, iSil : Ir. Davi wi yw me. | move that 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I will appeal to my friend || the House adjourn 


137 








(M alled for adi 












































































































, Hebard, He 
Ives, Jackson 


Henn, Hillyer, 
Ar none 


Houstor 


Johnson, 


ndricks, 


Jenkins, Jaw 











ee ee 












































































































me 


een Wn! yee eS 


“ 


138 


Mr. ASHE demanded tellers; whieh were not 
ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Sack- 
ETT’s motion, and there were—ayes 52, noes 33. 

So the House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorial, &e., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. HAWS: The petition of C. Hanson, who pro 
poses to establish a line of steamers between Brooklyn, 
New York, and Gluckstadt, on the Elbe, and near to Ham 
burg, so as to make semi-monthly passages between Brook 
lyn and the city of Hamburg, asking aid to enable him to 
establish said line. 

By Mr. ALLEN,of Massachusetts: The petition of Elias 
Capester, for a pension. 

By Mr. LANDRY: The memorial of the church wardens 
of the “ Congregation of the Roman Catholic Church of 
Ascension,”? praying Congress for the confirmation of the 
church land of the parish of Ascension to all the white Ro 
man Catholics of said parish. 

By Mr. CABELL, ot Florida: Preamble and resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Florida for a mail route 
from Madison Court-House to Clay Landing, in Levy 
county. 

Also, a resolution of said Legislature, asking a grant of 
one quarter section of land to the county of Levy, fora 
county site. 

By Mr. HORSFORD: The petition of Zachariah Long, 
an invalid pensioner, for back pay. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 23, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burver. 


The Hon. W. K. Sesastian appeared in his 
seat to-day. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of the Navy, com- 
municating a letter from the Chief of the Bureau 
of Yards and Docks, asking an appropriation for 
the purchase of land adjoining the naval hospital 
at Norfolk; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of Caty 
White, widow of William White, a lieutenant 
colonel in the revolutionary army, praying to be 
allowed arrears of pension; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the memorial of Rob- 
ert Roberts, praying indemnity for the ship Ex- 
periment, captured by a privateer under Spanish 
colors in 1805, recaptured by a British cruiser, 
carried into Jamaica and condemned; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CASS presented the petition of Nancy In- 
gersoll, widow of Justice Ingersoll, an officer of 


the Army, praying a pension; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Henry 
Etting, a purser in the Navy, praying that he 
may be credited with the amount paid by him to 
Lieutenant Rich, for services as judge advocate, 
and disallowed on the settlement of his accounts; 


which was referred to the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs. 


Mr. FISH presented the petition of Thaddeus | 


Scott, one of the children of William Scott, and 
administrator of Susannah Scott, his widow, pray- 
ing to be allowed the pension to which he alleges 


she was entitled under the act of July 7, 1838; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. GWIN presented the petition of Nicholas | 


M. lardella, praying compensation for services 
performed in the Treasury Department; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 


ing, to which was referred the motion pg) the 
memorial of Eugene Plunkett, praying 
to purchase, for distribution among the citizens of 


Songress | 


the United States of Spanish origin, a work pre- | 
pared by him, containinga translation, in Spanish, | 
of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitu- | 
tion of the United States, and other similar docu- | 
ments, reported against printing the petition; which 


was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, to which 


was referred the motion to print the petition of the 
Peace Society, praying the adoption of measures 
for the amicable settlement of international diffi- 


culties, reported against printing the same; which | 


was agreed to. 


SAMUEL F. BUTTERWOPRTH. 

Mr. ADAMS. I desire to ask leave to with- 
draw the petition and papers in the case of the 
application of Samuel F. Butterworth. A bill has 
been reported favorable to this clain , and it ought 
to have come up for action at the last session. I 
stated at the time that I had assurances from Gen- 
eral Stark, that he would settle the claim of Mr. 
Butterworth, and adjust the matter between them 
amicably, so as to save the United States from all 
liability. I have the pleasure now to state, that I 
have received a letter from Mr. Butterworth, the 
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claimant, stating that General Stark has settled | 


with him fairly, and has entirely arranged the 
whole matter. 1 therefore ask leave to withdraw 
the petiuion and papers in the case, and ask also 
that the bill be taken up, in order that it may be 
postponed indefinitely. 

Leave was granted, and the Senate resumed, as 
in Committee of the Whole, the consideration of 
the bill for the relief of Samuel F. Butterworth, 
when, on motion of Mr. Apams, its further con- 
sideration was indefinitely postponed. 


PAYMENT OF TEXAS DEBT. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, | ask permis- 
sion to lay before the Senate an amendment that 
I intend to offer to the bill reported by the Com- 
mittee on Finance for the payment of the Texas 
debt. ‘That bill has been made the order of the 
day for the 6th of January next. I intend to offer 
this as a substitute for that. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to allow me to lay this 
amendment on the table informally, in order that 
it may be printed. 

The proposed amendment was received infor- 
mally, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
was received by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 
cing that it had passed the resolution from the 
Senate explanatory of an actappropriating money 
for the removal of the raft of Red river. 


RAILROADS IN ARKANSAS. 
Mr. BORLAND, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 


| ing to the States of Arkansas and Missouri the 


right of way and a portion of the public land to 
aid in the construction of two railroads in said 
States; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

RECESS FOR THE HOLIDAYS. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I desire now 
to submit a motion that when the Senate adjourns 
to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. CASS. Before the question is taken on 
that motion, I wish to say a word. When the 
same question was before us a week ago, the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Apams] 
spoke about fooling away time here. Now, for 
one, I have never been in the habit of fooling 
away time here, nor do | think that any other 
member of this body has been. The difficulty in 
my mind is, that an intimation like that makes a 
very false impression throughout the country. It 
leaves our constituents to suppose that we come 


here daily, and spend faur or five hours in discus- | 


sing and voting, and then go home, having nothing 
more todo. There is not a member of this body 
who does not know that the least part of our duty 
is performed here. For myself, | work all the time; 
and I do not know that | do more than any other 


member of the Senate; and in one respect I am | 


more favored, because the Senate have been kind 
enough to excuse me from serving on any com- 
mittee. We all know that business has to be 


matured; that a large portion of our business is | 


done in the committee rooms. We all have an 
immense correspondence to answer. We have to 


go to the different Departments perhaps a dozen | 


times in the course of a week. We go to fulfill 
various personal and representative duties which 
our proceedings require. These duties are far 
greater than those which we perform here in the 
Chamber; and therefore I take it for granted that 
when we adjourn over for two days at the com- 
mencement of the session, while business is being 
matured, we do not lose time at all. 

I have made these remarks to correct a false im- 
pression that might prevail throughout the coun- 
try from the remark of the honorable Senator. 
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subject, to which | wish to allude and it 
this. The honorable Senator yeate i iS Simply 
course of the debate, alluded to the — 
cussion here, and the slowness of our process ‘ 
Sir, it is true that there is a creat deal a : 

sion, and that our proceedings are slow hele *' 

an old maxim, and a very Wise one sh : 
lente’’—make haste slowly. > Festi 


Y, the 
IMmense gig 


It is no * yf 
t he ‘ 
makes the most speed that makes the hgh, 

Despotic Governments are far ahead of a 

prompt action; but this thing of delibers us ; 


j ehev = 


ON, ar 


| discussion, and awakening the attenti, — i 


| should talk, but if it does not enlich 


| done. 


blic to their i 3. i [© 
public to their interests, is among the high, 


ments of the duration of republican Govern: 
It is said that it is a tax. 


If it is, it IS One 
is well paid. 


We talk a great deal 


more th Any evi 
ten the publi 
attention tot P erits, t 


& 


it has the effect of directing public 
subjects upon which we talk. I donot knows, pir W 
we sittoolong. Ido not think we always gi /,., ane 
enough. I think we do business very slowly: hyo \i 
I do not think there is any foundation for the r 
putations which might be drawn from the rem... 
of the honorable Senator; and fearful least it mea m 
lead to a false impression throughout the counts ence 
I was determined, whenever an appropriate ace? eomed 
sion offered, to explain my views as | have now Hou 
Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, it is due to my 
self, as well as to the Senate, to say a word by to ma 
way of explanation of the remark which has a 
referred to by the Senator from Michigan, | gy ‘hat | 
reported in the papers as having used the ln. on 
guage which has been adverted to, and | do no Legis 
pretend to say that the report is not correct: thono) 
Ido wish to say that I did not intend to use lanoyare 
which could be considered discourteous to the S-.. delay 
ate. I would be the last man present to do such, ence 
thing. The motion to adjourn over was made } inten 
a hurry, at a moment when I was not looking § . with 
it, and | immediately arose, and used a comy have 
term to express the idea of idling away time yy) 
cessarily. 
which could be considered disrespectful to those bly 
who voted differently from me; for it will be reco!- sna 
lected that no one had then voted, and therefore the 
my remark could not be considered as personal, as & 
My reason for desiring the yeas and nays on that 4 
occasion was, that | knew that a great amount of mat 
business remained upon the calendar in a state of thet 
readiness for action, and I knew that it would be per- pio 
perfectly impossible for the body to act advisedly o1 W 
all the bills which had not been reported, and there res 
was no necessity for waiting for the action of the na 
committees. I will, perhaps, vote against as many rue 
ofthe private claims upon the calendar as any other ”" 
member of the body; and yet I know there are some on 
just claims on that calendar. I know that there are e 
individuals suffering for the want of action on the pr 
part of the Congress of the United States, who have - 
justclaims against the Government. Iam unwilling to 
that any man, woman, or child, should go to bed Pp 
hungry where a just claim exists against this Gov- 
ernment, which would relieve their wants, by ony u 
omission of labor on my part, and I thought that ' 
we might have sat upon Friday and Saturday last 
wéek, without any injury, and upon every other F 
Friday and Saturday, until we should have dis- . 
posed of the private calendar, and have rejectel 
such bills as, in the opinion of the majority, were 
unjust, and allowed such as we thought ought to be 
passed. These were my motives, and lonly wished 
to explain them. I desired the yeas and nays & 


I had no intention of using languac of £ 


| the time, that those who might fee] an interest 


my own vote, could see the course I pursued, not 
expecting that it would affect others injuriously. 


Mr. BORLAND. TheSenator from Michigan 


| has so well and so fully expressed what I consider 


the proper views upon this subject, that I shall not 
undertake to go over the same ground. I simply 
rise to express my gratification that one occupyilg 
so distinguished a position, should present the mat- 
ter in the light in which he has. 1 apprehend that 
all Senators feel that the least onerous part of their 
duties is performed in this Chamber, in the sessions 
of the Senate. Why, sir, according to my appre 
hension, and according to my experienceas a mem- 


_ ber of this body,—and I aspire to no higher post 
| tion than that of an humble working member,—w® 


|, But there is another matter connected with this || we occupy a much longer time in the twenty-four 


only give to the public here, the evidences that we 
have been at work elsewhere. Those of us who 
are on committees—and I am on three working 
committees of this body—know very well tha! 
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eduties upon those committees, in exam- | received from the Ministers of England and France | and entirely her property as Oregon or New Mex- 
: 3 referred to us, and maturing the | in reference to the Island of Cuba. The language || ico is ours, and any attempt, whether made by 
re to report, than we do in the con- | of the message in regard to that is quoted in the || individuals in violation of the laws of their country, 


e sutye 


h we a , ‘ 
Sve shat we are to give them on this floor. | resolution just read; but | will read the sentence || or made by the Government in its politic capa- 
nd there are few members who do not which follows: ‘ city, to dismember Cuba from Spain, would tar- 
I ep more hours after dark, during the night, in “This invitation has been respectfully declined, for rea nish, forever tarnish our national fame. 
: ioration of these subjects, and in the prep- |, sons which it would occupy too much space in this com- Sir, I know of no safer guarantee for our own 


munication to state in detail, but which led me to think 
that the proposed measure would be of doubtful constitu 
tionality, impolitic, and unavailing.’’ 


rights, our national rights, and the rights of the 
States in their sovereign capacity, than a wniform 
and scrupulous regard to the rights of others. 


* +hemsetves to give intelligent votes upon 
‘pis floor, than they do in the attention that 
+n them here. For myself, I can say, 


; 
ve ae ; So much of the message is purely narrative— 
- ow observation in my Intercourse with . “en ibe $ y . But, Mr. President, the invitation thus given by 
ee I f opinion, that few are able | 51° '"5 to Congress information as to the fact. those two P t | ; 
. ‘ “3 ot ¢ é é - se y « owers . o , “Or o , 
Senators, fam i ’ Se The residue of the paragraph, however, expresses ee Oe Joey) propemng oa 


their part a tripartite convention of the three Gov- 
ernments to disclaim now and forever hereafter 
any purpose of acquirmmg Cuba by any means, 
imports a more enlarged meaning than its language 


* to their beds before two o’clock at night. 

do, for if I did, | should be unable to keep 
tolerably with the business which my j 

even (Ol rs ** 1 have, however, in common with several of my pre 


ta a here, and my constitu- ' 
juties require ot me ha , decessors, directed the Ministers of France and England to : 
h their correspondence, and owing to || be assured that the United States entertain no designs || Would convey. 


the judgment of the President upon the subject- 
matter, and [ will read it: 


ro r 
¢ oa an roan the Departments, require of me in | against Cuba, but that, on the coutrary, I should regard its I should read its meaning thus: France and Ene- 
7 \ lee. ’ ee ee the Union at the present time as fraught land believe that the possession of Cuba by the 
5 uve BAYARD. Mr. President, I would sug- Pee ee United States wouldbe franght with consequen- 
: «> the honorable Senator from Mississippi, Mr. President, if any further evidence were ne- || ces injurious to them, and therefore they give us 
‘shove Jaws which affect the interests of the || cessary to satisfy this country that the eyes of the ‘maaan by this form of communication, that 
i unity at large must necessarily take prece- |, two great maritime and commercial Powers of Eu- || they are in league to prevent it. Now, sir, treat- 


of private claims, and | would suggest a || rope have been directed, with increasing interest, || ing it thus, | have this to say—we have already 
ady for the evil of which he complains—and || to the relations borne by the continent of North || indicated our policy to let Cuba alone, and sacredly 
‘iwedly itis an evil. There are a vast mass | America to the Island of Cuba, it would be fur- || to regard the rights of Spain. We know that in 
as which ought not to be laid before Con- | nished by the fact disclosed in the message, to || the fullness of time the fruit will ripen, and fall 
eas, which, indeed, prevent justice being done || which this resolution refers. The position which || from the parentstem. When that time shall come, 
tt a claimants who are entitled to have their || the Island of Cuba geographically holds to this |) its political coalition with this continent is inevita- 
me allowed by Government. My remedy is, | continent is such, that almost ever since we became || ble. Interference by other nations may hasten 
‘s tribunal different from that which now | a nation, it has been looked upon with the deepest || this event, but the combined power of Europe 
es upon those claims, be constituted by the || interest by allourstatesmen. The Island of Cuba |) cannot prevent it, 
Legislature, So that justice against the United || lies in the gateway of the Gulf of Mexico; and all || This, sir, is a full, and I think, an intelligible 
Sares may be done as against an individual upon | our statesmen, of every political complexion, from || reply to any question of European interference 
‘oper examination of facts, and with no more || the foundation of the Government to this day, || with the political condition of Cuba. 


a 


Jelay than occurs in individual cases of a differ- | were admonished thereby that the vigilance of this Sir, who can doubt but that the acquisition of 
ence of opinion. For my own part, it was my || country must never be relaxed in regard to the || Cuba by the United States is a question of time 
vention to have introduced at this session a bill | political relations of that Island. only, purely a question of time? In the progress 
with that view. Whether, if introduced, it would But there is something more, | apprehend, which || of empires, in the formation of nations, they grow 


have passed, it is not for me to answer; but cer- | has led these two great European Powers to make || from infancy to youth, and so to manhood. Great 
tainly,though at this session there are many topics | to this country a proposition, which they should || and powerful as our country is, it is yet in its 
f veneral interest to consider which will proba- | have known when they made it, would be declined. || youth; and it is of little moment to us whether we 
ly prevent its passage through both Houses, I They should have known that, sir; because the || acquire Cuba in this generation or in the next; but 
shall feel it to be my duty tosubmit such a bill at whole history of the political action of this country || come it will, just as certainly as that the world 
the ensuing Congress, if I should live to be here || would forbid the acceptance of such an invitation; || revolves upon its axis, 


as a member of this body. but they have made it, and we are informed by | Mr. President, | regretted, deeply rezretted, to 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I am not are- || the President that it has been declined. || See, just before we were assembied here at the 
markably industrious man myself, and [ will not Sir, the reasons for making it under the circum- || present session, that the President of the United 


therefore make any allusion to any particular em- || stances suggested, require no seer’s gift to compre- || States had thought it proper, upon a general call 
ployment of my own in or out of this Chamber, but || hend. It has been the established policy of this || for the correspondence by the other House, to di- 

i content myself with taking the benefit, withthe || country, made known in the most open, frank, |, vulge all communication which had passed be- 
rest of the Senate, of the general statements which || and undisguised manner, to all the Powers of Eu- || tween this Government and Spain, on the subject 
have been made. I wish only now to say to my | rope, that while the Island of Cuba remained a | of Cuba, from its first commencement. I do not 
friend from Mississippi, in whosegenerousanxiety province, a dependency of Spain, we should never |} mean to question the motives of the President in 
forthe hungry and starving claimantson this Gov- || interfere with it; but that if everany ambitious or || so doing, but [ do question his judgment. What 
ernment I fully and entirely concur, that if, when || grasping potentate should attempt, either by rapine || ever it was intended to effect, one consequence 
private bill day comes, no man will talk more upon | or by treaty, to take the Island of Cuba from the || must be the result—the postponement of the ac- 
private bills which have been prepared by the | possession of Spain, it would become this coun- || quisition of that Island toa more distant period 
committee, and if every man will vote as regularly | try, cost what it might, to interpose and to prevent || than if the correspondence had not been divulged; 
for them as I do, a vast deal more will be accom- || it. Every country in Europe knows that. What, || and I apprehend that it is not very usual in the 
plished in the course of one hour to prevent starv- || then, has led to this invitation, jointly extended || diplomatic intercourse of nations to bring from the 
ingand hungry claimants from future suffering, || by the two great, powerful, maritime nations of || secret archives, where they properly belong, mat- 


than by meeting on every Friday between now | Europeatthistime? Mr. President, I can trace it || ters that have confidentially passed between two 
and the twentieth century. That is my plan of |, to but one cause—a belief on the part of those Gov- || Governments, on any question in which others 
showing the solicitude which I have of providing | ernments that there is a tendency in the popular || hold themselves to be interested. The Adminis 
proper means to stay the hunger of these persons || mind in this country to take Cuba, and the invita- || tration which has published the correspondence is 
who are pressing their claims upon us. My mo- | tion was intended as an intimation that France and || about to go out of office. I shall make no war 


tive for making the motion to adjourn over is a rev- || England were in alliance to prevent it. ||} upon it for what it has done; but I will say that 
erential respect for the established usages of the || Now, sir, I am here free to declare, representing || as far as the acquisition of Cuba is involved, it 


body to which 1 belong. Before the Christmas || as I doa section of the country as deeply interested || has done little to expedite it by divulging that 
holidays the Senate has never met on Fridays, and || in the future relations of Cuba to this continent as || correspondence. Yet the publication May have 
I hope never will. | any other; in my place asa Senator from the South, || the less injurious effect for the reason that our 
The motion was agreed to. and upon my responsibility as a statesman of |} Government deals but little in secret diplomacy. 
TRIPARTITE CUBAN CONVENTION. America, that I am content Cuba shall remain in Phe ends and objects we desire to attain, shou a 

mi ; ; the possession of Spain, unless it can be acquired || not be idly or uselessly promulged; but if they 
Mr. MASON offered the following resolution; || from her by voluntary cession on her part, or un- || become so, I apprehend the world will find nothing 
which was read : less the people of Cuba, by their own act, shall || in them at which we have cause to blush. Let 
Revived, That the President of the United States com- | sever all political connection with their European || them have the information for what it is worth. 


muneate to the Senate, if in his opinion not incompatible | . : . r i } . > : ” 
With the public interest, copies of the “ official notes re- mother, and voluntarily propose annexation. Phey ail know—I mean the Europesn I owers all 
c ived from the Ministers of France and England, inviting Sir, the honor, the dignity, the good name of || know—not only the deep interest our whole coun- 
the Government of the United States to become a party | America, for all time to come, demands at the || try feels in the acquisition of that Island, but they 
with Gre : Rate inarti entior . : . 

i at Britain and France to a tripartite convention, || hands of the American people, not only that they || know, also, that it will inevitably become ours at 


in Virtue of whieh the three Powers should severally and : > . 
collectively disclaim now and for the future. all intention | Should not sympathize with or encourage, but || some day. Let them have the information for 


to obtain possession of the Island of Cuba, and should bind | that they should indignantly frown uponand sup- |} what itis worth. It may postpone the acquisi- 
tiemselves to discountemance all attempts to that effect on press any attempts, by violence in any form, to || tion; it cannot prevent it. 


the part -ery re ; ‘wi s me , pre P . J 
the part Of every power oF individual whatever ;” and of || wrest from Spain any part of her possessions— | I tell you, sir, what will expedite the annexa- 
e reply thereto on the part of this Government, referred to em, ave hiei Hos : : : : ; 
in his annual message to the two Houses of Congress, on || Whether they be stimulated by political ambition || tion more than anything else: preserving towards 
the 6th instant. or by a spirit of speculative marauding on the part || the Government of Spain perfect good faith, re 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, the subject in of those who engage in it. || quiring of our citizens an obedience to the laws 
regard to which this resolution calls for inform- The policy of this country, as I have said, has || in refraining from rapine towards foreigners, as 
ation is brought to our notice in the annual mes- || been announced to all Europe. Spain is a weak || they are required 1o do towards each other. Let 


} 
2a le : ; 
sage of the President to both Houses of Congress | Power, and it is fortunate for us and for our peace- || Spain repose in the consciousness that, however 
at the commencement of this session. The Presi-| ful relations with the continent of Europe she is || desirable to us Cuba may be, all that we demand 
dent brings to our notice the invitation which was || so. Cuba is her property, as fully, exclusively, || of her is that she shall keep it, and not part with 
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it; and rely upon it, in the fullness of time, and 
before very long, even Spain will yield to the in- 
evitable necessity which governs the events of the 
world. The geographical position of Cuba, with 
the increasing growth of this country, will deter- 
mine all the rest. 

l have said that in so much of the President’s 
messave as I have read was contained a narrative 
only of the fact that he announced. In the con- 
sentence of that paragraph, the President 
expresses an opinion. He says: 

‘| have, however, in common with several of my 
decessors, directed the Ministers 
be assured that the United 
against Cuba.”’ 


A 


cluding 


pre 
of France and England to 
States entertain no 


designs 

In tine expression of that opinion I fully agree 
with the President; 
Cuba. 


we entertain no de if 


ns against 
But he continues: 

Sut that, on the contrary, I should regard its incorpora 
tion into the Union at the present time as fraught with seri 
ous peril.’’ 

] recret, sir, that the President deemed it neces 
sary to express that as the opinion of the Execu- 
tive; nor need I sugvest to the Senate upon what 
that opinion is founded; it speaks for itself. 
¥ am free 
of the States, that [ know of no peril which should 
ensue, or 


sult 
to declare, as one of the representatives 


which should cause ww ti 


Cuba were ready for annexation t6-morrow. But 
let this opinion of the President pass for what iti 
worth. 

In the present attitude of the affair in hand, to 


discuss it could lead to no practical result, but I 


could not dismiss it except under protest. 

Mr. President, in making these remarks to the 
Senate upon offering this resolution, I intended to 
do no more than express my opinion as an Amer- 
ican Senator upon the relations that exist between 


this country and Spain in reference to Cuba, and 


to express further what I hold to be the duty of 


every department of this Government, and of very 
American citizen, to recognize Cuba as the prop- 
erty of Spain, and as such, to recognize, also, the 
muniments with which civilization all 
property. Cuba belongs to Spain; it does not be- 
long to us, and none but profane hands can be laid 
upon it, unless, through some act of Spain herself, 


yrotects 


forbearance on our part would involve the safety of 


our own people. And I wish further to declare, 
in reference to the proposition made by those two 
Powers of Europe—let it have what meaning it 
may—that whenever the hour comes, when in 
good faith, and with due regard to national honor, 
we can incorporate Cuba as one of these United 
States, it will be done, and Europe may find it 
best then to hold her peace. . 

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I have listened 
with great interest and satisfaction to the remarks 
which the Senate has just heard from the honor- 
able chairman of the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, and we may well congratulate ourselves and 
the country that at this time, when so many diffi- 
cult and delicate questions of foreign intercourse 
are upon us, or threatening us, we have at the 
head of that important committee, a gentleman so 
well calculated to discharge its duties satisfactorily 
to the Senate, and honorably to the country, and 
disposed equally to avoid rashness and pusilla- 
nimity. 

We cannot discuise from ourselves that there 


never was a period in our history fraught with ' 


more Momentous subjects connected with our re- 
lations with the Powers of the earth, and liable to 
present themselves from hour to hour, for practical 
consideration. We have heard a great deal about 
our manifest destiny, and the term has been equal- 
ly assailed by reproach and by ridicule. Now, 
sir, if by that phrase it is meant, as I suppose it is, 
that the great characteristic features of the age are 
to produce an influence, a decisive one, upon our 
course and policy, then I believe we have a man- 
ifest destiny from which we cannot escape, and it 
is a destiny by which we shall advance in all the 
elements of knowledge and prosperity, intellectu- 
ally and materially. As to fixed immobility, we 
may talk about it as we would about an antedilu- 
vian speculation, but while we stop to talk the 
world of progress is moving on, and we must re- 
double our pace to overtake it. We cannot iso- 
late ourselves from the other nations of the earth, 
and we have rights and interests connected with 
them which demand our constant, and often our 
jealous, attention. Mr. Canning said truly and 
emphatically, We must keep on the line of political 
knowledge. When one cheek is struck, in national 


» hesitate, if 


just than they are forcible. 


affairs, if we turn the other we shall soon have 
neither cheek, nor head, nor body, to enable us to 
repeat the movement. And it was in this spirit I 
desired last year, when the occasion called for it, 
to repudiate by a solemn public act, an interpola- 
tion made in the law of nations by the Emperor 
of Russia, striking at the very root of national 
freedom and independence. 


But it was opposed and defeated, and I see that 
the President in his recent annual message recalls 
some of the adverse views then presented, and 
expresses his approbation of them. Sir, I regret 
this course, because I have a high personal regard 
for the President, and approve much he has done; 
but I must be permitted to say that the action pro- 


posed by myself and others upon this matter was 


no more calculated to produce war than the exer- 


cise of any other unquestionable national right. I 
think the charge doesinjustice to those with whom 
facted. Weall disclaimed the remotest intention 
of provoking war, and maintained, both by rea- 
son andauthority, thatthe expression of a national 





opinion upon a great question of public right, was 
as much the prerogative of a republic as of a mon- 
archy, and that such a proceeding gave no cause 
of offense, no more than the enunciation of great 
principles in our Declaration of Independence, but 
that it put the dissent on record, leaving the Gov- 
ernment proclaiming it uncommitted by the decla- 

ind free to adopt its own course at any 
time thereafter. I know of no public man—no 
private one, who dreamed of accompany- 
ing or following the declaration with actual hostil- 
ities. But we were frightened, if not out of our 
propriety, at least out of our true duty and dignity. 
The wonderful discovery was made that Wash- 
ington and Jefferson had warned us of the danger 
of ** entangling alliances,’’and that this proceeding 


ration, 


indeed- 


fore to be avoided with patriotic horror. With 
whom we were to form an alliance, by declaring a 
principle of public law, no one has told us, and it is 
yet adiscovery whichis to reward some future his- 
However, the object was gained. We 
vere humbugged, or we hu®bugged ourselves. But 
we shall come to it yet, for this isan age of progress, 
as the President says, and I already see that ithas 
told upon this question: for that very respectable 
body, the Whig convention of New York, has 
pronounced its adhesion to the doctrine in the fol- 
lowing resolution, every word of which I heartily 


torian. 


approve: 

‘3d. Asto foreign policy. Peace evermore, so far as is 
consistent with the due assertion of our rights, a careful 
avoidance of all entangling alliances with foreign Powers, 
but a solemn protest against any deliberate defiance of the 
laws of nations for the furtherance of the interests of des- 
potism, and a generous and active sympathy with, and mo 
ral support to, all oppressed nations and races, struggling 
to assert or retain their liberties.’ 


And we shall notonly come up to this good work 
of participation in the public law of the world, 
but we shall also adopt the policy advocated by 
Mr. Monroe and Mr. Polk, that no European na- 
shall be permitted to colonize hereafter any 
art of this continent. 

Not to maintain existing colonies, as the Eng- 
lish papers impudently and falsely asserted, and 
as many timid persons in this country made them- 
selves believe; for both of those statesmen ex- 
pressly excluded such a pretension, leaving un- 
touched existing rights, but they sought to prevent 
the subjugation to a colonial state of any of the 
new sovernments which had assumed and estab- 
lished their independence. But we were alsotwice 
frightened out of this measure. ‘*‘ We could not 
get on the line of political knowledge.’’ But ** raw- 
head and bloody bone ;’’? will not be seare-crows for 

Manifest destiny is doing its part; and we 
shall, ere long, be found warm and efficient sup- 
porters of those two great articles of political faith, 
peculiarly ours by position and institutions. 

The foundation of this claim of exemption rests 
upon peculiar considerations, which are not less 
} The law of. nations 
is not a rigid, inflexible code, but it accommodates 
itself to the varying condition of the world, and 
history is filled with proofs of this power of adap- 
tation to existing circumstances. This hemi- 
sphere, besides its general relation to the older 
continent, has peculiar interests of its own, which 
demand its vigilant proteetion. Settled first with 
a view to commerce, and then held as the means 
of poWer and wealth, the various portions of it 


tion 


were colonized by European Powers, and were | 
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involved in the wars of Euro 





, 7 as pe Without the « erica 
est interest in their origin or objects. Hy.” - inde} 
frivolous the cause of war, whether socia) » this 
litical, or dynastic, or personal it jem . ‘gone 
crossed the Atlantic, and extended its na y ‘s, and 
countries which ought to have been bev ts ; og 
sphere of its operations. When we had ae tt ‘And, Sits 
to recover from the exhaustion of our reyo) vad time ath of th 
efforts, and from the weakness of a “ae ‘ omand § 
organization, this subject came up ox ane 7 weak ant 
ation; and it was obvious that the crisis dom,. io. -mmense 
some powerful action, or that we might i neq \werful 
placed in the midst of belligerent Operations O° 4g been 
ever hostilities broke out in Europe. This wher ¢ intern 
state of things not to be suffered: and ae . rtal 
therefore, as the Spanish colonies threw of a which ' 





yoke of the mother country, and assumed ind. 





pendent positions, it was equally our right 3 revolute 
our interest to preserve them from resubjuoat; F sion as 
and recolonisation. Such is the condition of w.. 3 not & 
question; and appearances indicate that wey... measure 
be called upon ere long to interpose, efficacions. We sho 
in support of this great principle of American ¢, This is 
emption. I-cannot believe that the French Gay, a 


ernment is endeavoring to obtain posseseiay .- by a for 


any portion of the Mexican territories; byt jf , tw 
be the object, I trust the effort will be met and ys insistily 
sisted by the whole power of our country: and | sed b 
| think the sooner our Government openly seems indeed, 
this determination, in this and all similar cases gerous. 
the better will it be for our permanent interest ana str 
honor. i" yeve 
In this connection, sir, I desire to submits fae whethe 
brief remarks concerning Cuba, as that Island pr. provok 
sents one of the most difficult questions, perhane esull 
the most difficultin ourforeign policy. Five years een ti 


ago, in some observations I submitted to the Sep. 
ate, on the subject of the application of the Yycq. tainly 
tese people for the aid of this Government agains: : 
the overwhelming force of the Indians, | had op. 


casion to explain my views in relation to Cuba. mem 








and I have since seen no cause to change them. | view 
; bole 
then said: t 
“10 . 7 it Wa 
‘¢ Self-defense is as incident to communities as to ing No 
viduals, and a provident forecast requires us to wateh ay . 
dangerous projects of domination, and to provide for them , 
we can. I repeat that a nation, under these circumstances stl 


must judge for itself. Proximity of situation, the natur But 8 


the intercourse resulting from its commanding position to ¢ 


injury, and other considerations, are all elements to be take : ~ 
into view. In my opinion, we Owe it to ourselves to ayoy iN 
distinctly to the world that the attempt to procure the trans tions 
fer of Cuba from Spain to any other nation, whether pea deed 
ably or forcibly, would be resisted by the whole power gat 
this country. To others it may be a question of territoria godess 
aggrandizement, or of mercantile cupidity : but to us itis a gest 
question of necessity—I had almost said of political life or ep 
death. It would become the gate to close the great river of efo 
ourcountry. The waters of that country, thereatter as here 
tofore, would reach the gulf, but its commerce would nev: 

mea 


reach the ocean. 

‘* So long as Cuba and Yucatan are held by their press 
possessors, neither we, nor the commercial world have a: itan 
thing to fear from English projects, whatever these may 


‘| trust that the intrigues of no nation will ever comp = 
us to take forcible possession of Cuba.” ou 
Such were my sentlments then, and such are pe 
they now. So long as Spain retains Cuba, or aur 
should the Island become independent, truly and - 
honestly, we have no right to interfere with it or 


And, for myself, I should be willing—desirous At 
indeed—at any time to purchase it of Spain, and 
at a liberal, even at an extravagant price; but 








transfer to another Power, either by peace or war, tie 
and the resistance of such an attempt by all th es 
ineans which God has givenus. And [have neve: to 
uttered a sentiment here or elsewhere, inconsisten 

with these views, though I have often been charged al 
with what are called fillibustering projects; and tha! tr 


too by respectable journals, during the presiden 


tial contest—by the Republic, of this city, among* ni 
others; and quite recently by the Journal of Com- t} 
merce, of New York. No man, editor, or reader, | 
has the right to prefer such a charge against me ti 
I believe in public, as well as in personal morality, it 
and I value the honor of my country at too hig! th 
a price to barter it for any scheme of aggrandize- 0 
ment. AndI embrace this opportunity to bear my 8 
testimony of approbation to the recent conduct o! f 
the Administration in relation to Cuba. I reprobate i 
these repeated efforts of interference in the concerns ‘ 
of another nation, and I have no charity for the f 
motives of the leaders engaged in them. If th 
people of Cuba desire to free themselves from 
the Government of Spain—and a worse one 's | 
hardly to be found on the face of the earth—ther | 


all my good 


effort will haveall my sympathies and ; 
the 


wishes, as I am sure it will have those of 





And I cannot doubt but that 
would be cheerfully recognized | 
t the moment it could be prop- 


] 
mn peopie. 


jependence 


= hie Governmen t 
y - But this work is their own, and not 
oo) eo long as they acknowledge allegiance 


and 


+ ig our duty to respect that relation. 
. there are circumstances in the condition 
f Miss hat country and of ours, which may well 
| some forbearance on our part. Spain is 
nd remote from this, almost the last of her 

co American possessions. Weare near and 
fa), and besides, the condition of the Island 
sen critical and uncertain. There are questions 
ternal police there which possess paramount 

ance, and they are precisely questions 

- would awaken the vigilance of any people 
And Cuba has been in a state of quasi 
‘on, the Government fearing external col- 
< well as internal explosions. And there 
+a nation which would not adopt very strong 
eres for its security under such circumstances. 
Wi ch uld, and persist in them too, at all hazards. 
This is recisely a State of things when extreme 
-¢ of rights should not be unnecessarily pushed 
ty a foreign Power; and I saw with regret that an 

* + was making to bring matters to a crisis, by 
vesting upon the introduction of a person sup- 
i by the Government of the Island—wrongly, 
ied, as it subsequently appeared—to be dan- 

is, And I commend the course of our Ad- 

stration in this affair. One of our citizens, 
owever, seemed to think it is his duty to interfere, 
cher voluntarily or involuntarily, almost to 
oyokeacollision. I consider his conduct equally 
resumptuous and unpatriotic. It could have 
een to him a comparatively unimportant point 
ether A or B was the purser of his ship, cer- 
y nota point worth the consequences possible 
and even probable. And as to the principle of 
exclusion, that was a question for the Govern- 
ment, and [think the Government was right in the 
sw it took of it. The honor of the country, 
k God, was~ not in the keeping of Mr. Law. 

it was in better hands. 

Now, sir, I desire the possession of Cuba prin- 
ipally as a military position, with 4 view to its 
vast importance as the true key to the Mississippi. 
But as a mere question of acquisition, the subject 
no terrors to me. I observe the Presi- 
t views it differently, and urges strong objec- 
to the measure, to the general principle, in- 
led, of the extension of our territory. And there 


weak & 








wii 


«+ } 
eari. 


as 


set 


Wie 


presents 


tions 


isa striking coincidence between some of his sug- | 


gestions and some of the reasons presented against 
the purchase of Louisiana, when that question was 
efore Congress. Time and experience have come 
put the seal of approbation upon that great 
measure, and to refute the anticipations of evil so 
ifidently indulged and expressed. The inhab- 
tants of French birth or descent are as truly at- 
tached to this Union as any other citizens of our 
ountry, and they have given proofs of true pa- 
triotism under circumstances of trial to which few 
sections of the Republic have been exposed. And 
such, in my opinion, would be the result in Cuba, 
swell as in any other region which it is at all 
probable will ever make part of our Confederation. 
At first, indeed, there might be doubts and difficul- 
ues, but time and information would soon remove 
n. And the sense of freedom and of a condi- 
tion beyond the reach of change, together with a 
se in the value of property, which is sure to at- 
tend an incorporation with us, and the increased 
‘tivity of business, would ere long do their work, 
od convert the population into zealous and pa- 
triouc Americans. 
As to the general subject of annexation, I have 
no new views to disclose. It is pretty well known 
that | have a capacious swallow for territory, though 


sam free to confess that I can wait awhile pa- 


ently, if necessary, and spend the time in digest- 
ing our last acquisitions. They sit lightly upon 

‘he stomach, and promise to promote the health 

of the body-politic to a degree surpassing the most 
sanguine expectations of those who expected most 
‘rom the measure. And we cannot employ this 
interval of waiting better than by the adoption of 
wise and efficient means to bind our recent acqui- 
sitions to the rest of the Confederacy by the ties 
of interest as well as of affection. And it is my 
decided conviction that one of the most important 
measures—the most important, indeed, for this 
Government—is the construction, so far as our 
“onsututional authority permits, of a railroad from 


ther 
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some point upon the Mississippi to the Pacific 
ocean. I say some pointupon the Nississippi, 
for it is perfectly indifferent to me where it is, 
and I trust the friends of this great object will not 
fritter away their strength by mere local questions 
of direction and determination. Let those mat- 
ters be settled by commissioners, or in some other 
practical manner, but let us lend our undivided 
force to the great work itself.. When completed, 
as it is sure to be, it will bind this great Republic 
together literally by bonds of iron, and by the 
still stronger bonds of confidence and interest, 
and San Francisco will be practically nearer the 
seat of the Government than Savannah was at the 
adoption of the Constitution. 

We are often asked by the timid and the 
tious, Where is annexation to stop? That ques- 
tion will not be answered in my day, and | leave 
its solution to those upon whom may devolve the 
duty and the responsibility of deciding it. A Gen- 
eral Government to conduct the external relations 
with foreign Powers, and to regulate the interior 
relations of the members of the Union; and State 
governments to provide for the great objects of 
freedom and security, and for the various | 
wants of the community, this American scheme o 
political organization opens a wide field for its 
operations; indéed, an almost boundless one. It 
is certainly far easier to preserve amicable relations 
between neighboring States acknowledging a fed- 


cau- 


Iie ’ 
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eral head, with the necessary provision for the 
peaceable adjustment of difficulties, than it would 
be to preserve peace amongst them if independent, 
when force and not reason must be the arbiter of 
their disputes. 

Sut I repeat, sir, that 1 denounce any acquisi- 
tion but an honest one. And we can look back 
with gratifying pride to the course we have pur- 
sued upon this subject, and safely challenge com- 
parison with that of any other nation, and 

cially of that nation which, in the spirit of the 
Pharisee, arrogates to itself the crown of self. 
righteousness above all the other people of the 
earth. We have made four acquisitions, two by 
peaceable purchase, one by voluntary annexation, 
and the fourth by conquest, in a just war, and by 
the payment of a vast sum of money, after giving 
up a large portion of the enemy’s country which 
was in our possession. And when did England, 
who boasts that the sun never sits upon her do- 
minions, when did she acquire one foot of territory 
but by the sword? And yet such is the incon- 
sistency of human nature, that she is ever vaunt- 
ing her own moderation, and arraigning our ra- 
pacity. John Bull belongs to a curious species of 
the genus homo. He cannot discover the beam 
in his own eye, but can look across the ocean, 
three thousand miles off, and discover the mote in 
Jonathan’s eye, and then announce it with self- 
gratulation to the world. Our wicked propensity 
for acquisitions has been with England a favorite 
theme of reproofand reproach, and very lately we 
have had some beautiful specimens of this spirit 
in the London papers. The Britannia says that 
‘¢ American diplomacy requires only to be known 
to be thoroughly despised.’’ ‘* American diplo- 
macy and American duplicity are first cousins.’’ 
‘‘ There is but one principle in American diplo- 
macy—gain.’’ The London Sun, speaking of ou: 
course, remarks that ** Whenever the wolf wants 
a colorable pretext for injustice, he can readily find 
—or make it.’? The London Chronicle is not a 
whit behind its co-laborers in this agreeable work 
of national abuse. It says: ‘‘ Such is the state of 
the case which illustrates the grasping character 
of the universal Yankee nation.”’ 

The very last advices from Eastern Asia have 
brought us a striking commentary upon these as- 
persions, and upon English moderation and disin- 
terestedness. Another of the native powers of 
Hirdostan has fallen before the march of a great 
commercial corporation, and its. eight or ten mil- 
lions of people have gone to swell the immense 
congregation of British subjects in India. And 
what do you think was the cause of the war which 
has just ended in the swallowing up of the kingdom 
of Burmah? The whole history of human con- 
tests, since the dispersion of the family of man 
upon the plains of Shinar, e::hibits no such na- 
tional provocation followed by such a national 
punishment. Political arithmetic contains no such 
sum asthat which drove England to this unwelcome 
measure. Had we not the most irrefragable evi- 
dence, we might well refuse credence to this story 


eepe- 
i 


seil- 
























































141 


of real rapacity. But the fact is indisputable that 
England went to war with Burmah, and afnih 
lated its political existence for the non-payment of 
a disputed demand of £990. So says the London 
Times, the authoritative expositor of the opinions 
and policy of England. ‘“To appreciate correctly, 
says that impersonation of British feeling, “ th 
‘ character of this compulsory bargain, the reade 
7 nally demande 
‘ of the Burmese for the inderanification of our in- 
‘jured merchants was £990. And Lord Dalhou 
‘sie’s terms, even when the guns of our steamer 
‘were pointed against , 
he expenses of 
‘tion and of compensation ‘for property 
‘of only £100,000." Well does it hee 
a people to preach homilies to other n 
disinterestedness and moderation 
And, in a | pirit of 
have had another specimen of British meddlin; 
interference with the concerns of this country, in 
the form of an address from the female aristocracy 
of England to the women of the United States 
upon the subject of slavery, marked with that 


modesty and practical charity which ought to 


*must recullect that the sum origi ! 


comprehended, 
the expedi- 
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yme such 


AUONS uno 
t 
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Langzoon, 


‘in consideration of t 


/ 
of exctustve rirt 
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characterize such an interposition in the concerns 
of a distant country, which the actors d 
derstand, and cannot benefit 
there were objects enough of distress in England 
to engage all their sympathy, and to 
the assistance which the women— 
too—titled or untitled, can furnish. The Lond 

Times told us, not long since, that there were o1 

hundred thousand persons in the city of London, 
‘¢ the center and core of British civilization,’ 
rise every morning without know ing where to 
a meal during the day, except from a ‘ 


o not un 


One would supp 


Os¢ 


command a 
and the men, 


"who 


pas } mp 
. * } . 7 oO” 
or @ creme. And this frightful picture is not Over- 
charged, as all know who have been there. Can 
any man truly say this, or anything like it, of our 
country, north or south And I have seen more 
ee i > »} : } . . . 
wretchedness in one of the proud capitals of Eu 


rope, than I ever saw in our favored land, amon 
As to starvation, nobody can st 
here, white or blac k, unless he willfully ke eps hi 
mouth shut. And I think that publicath 
ating in an excited ima 
motive, giving the most exaggerated descriptions 
of the sufferings of slavery, and thus 
impressions both at home and abroad, should bs 
discountenanced by every true-hearted Americar 
These English ladies of hich caste cannot go into 
their own 
rounds them. 


bond or free. irve 


ns origin- 


rination, or In some worse 
exciting faise 


streets to relieve the 
Out 


sul 


misery that 


' 1 ' 
upon these pnarisaical preten 


I 
sions! so A slovel ly, unhandsome corse innet 
come’’ ** betwixt the wind and their nobility.”’ 1 
have no respect for that self-boasting charity 
which neglects all objects of commiseration nea 


and around it, but goes to the end of the earth in 
search of misery, for the purpose of talking about 


a. 


Mr. President, since my earliest years, and 
where I could, I have rebuk#d the unworthy 
course of the British press and people towards 
this country. And for the expression of this nat 
ural feeling of indignation I have been often dé 
nounced fer belligerent propensities, and for 
wish to involve us in a war with England. Noth 
ing could be more untrue o1 unyust than. thi 


charge. 
| neve . ted ¢ ‘ rith Enel 
never wanted a war With Ing 
an American ought to feel, though for many year 
there was a kind of infatuation upon this su t, 


and, but felt 


a shrinking from English boasts and Englis! 
taunts, which marked a portion of our peo) 
though it were our duty to submit to them in silet 


For myself, the opinion of E: I 
} 


acqulesce nce. 


is no more than the opinion of any other natior 
and I depre ate that sensitiveness which wor 
us to watch with jealous earnestness the indication 


elsewhere of the views entertained of this country, 
of itsconduct, policy, and institutions. Let us go 
on, enjoying in a spirit of thankfulness, the ble 
ings we have received from Providence, doing o1 
duty openly, honestly, and with a generous conf 
dence in human nature, and also with a 
its progress, and with a heartfelt sympathy fi 
the struggles of the oppressed bowed down | 
centuries of tyranny. And let us fulfill our man 
fest destiny in no spirit of aggrandizement « 
propagandism, but fearlessly and rightfully 
I have been much pleased to see that recent 
assaults of the British press have been met in 
proper spirit by our own, and especially by 


belief i 
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of the great journals in New York. 
on in the rood work. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, this morn- 
ing, before the resolution under consideration was 
offered, the learned Senator who has just taken his 
seat, told us that one of the blessings resulting 
from our latitudinous debates, was to be found in 
the instruction which might be communicated to 
the people, the excitement of thought among them, 
and the aid we might thus give in the formation of 
a correct public opinion. For such reasons he 
thought it was no waste of time, as it had been sug- 
gested by the honorable Senator from Mississippi, 
{Mr. Apams,] to consume hours in discussing 
matters and things in general, and of which an 
example has just been furnished. My learned 
friend, in the course of his remarks, did me the 
honor of calling my particular attention to that 
part of the message of the President, in which he 
says, ** this is anage of progress;’’ as much as to 
intimate that | have been one of those stand-stil! 
politicians who have not marched forward ‘ upon 
the line of political knowledge,’’ to use the lan- 
guage of the British statesman, Mr. Canning, and 
that it would be well enough for me to understand 
that the head of my political sect had stated a fact 
which heretofore [ had not known, and which, if 
properly considered, might have a salutary influ- 
ence on my futureconduct. This gives me an oc- 
casion to do what I intimated to my friend from 
Michigan at the last session, I would like to have 


May they go 


an opportunity of doing—to speak upon the sub- | 


ject of human progress, and to undeceive the Sen- 
ator by avowing myself totally opposed to what he 


has so often on this floor denominated the stand- | 


still policy. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator allow me to 
interrupt him to inquire what is the question be- 
fore the Senate? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. There is none, except 
the resolution offered by the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
be read. 

It was accordingly read. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. The question involved 
in that resolution has been made the occasion, by 
the two gentlemen who have preceded me, for 
looking at the whole subject of the foreign policy 
of this country. They have found in the resolu- 


I wish that the resolution may 


tion, a basis upon which to build speeches, not | 


only covering the broad field of our foreign policy, 
but embracing a variety of subjects, even including 
English abuse of us on account of the institution 
of slavery. The wide scope taken by those gen- 
tlemen, justifies me in taking an illimitable range 
in following the lead of such examples; and I hope 
the Chair will not exclude any topic which may be 
introduced in the debate. Sir, | am a friend to pro- 


gress, whatever may be said to the contrary. It is | 


impossible to stand still. We must go forward in 
some direction. But there are two lines of progress. 
Neither is horizoptal; both are inclined planes: one 
goes upward, while the otherdescends. It is easy 


to roll down the one into the depths of human | 


degradation and misery; it is toilsome and difficult 
to ascend to the climax of the other. My views 
of human progress favor the more difficult, but as- 
cending grade. Government, and particularly this 
National Government of ours, can exercise great 
and beneficial influences upon the progress of the 
American people, and also upon the progress of all 
the nations of the earth. And how can our Govern- 
ment exercise that legitimate and salutary influ- 
ence? It is by promoting all the interests which 
enter into human happiness. These interests are 
threefold: First, the interest which relates to the 


body; next, that which relates to the intellect; and | 


lastly, the interest which relates to the soul; thus 
embracing all the interests of man’s triple nature. 
How, then, can Government promote the first of 
these interests, that which relates to the body? 
What do you want forthe body? You want food, 
you want raiment and shelter, and you want all 
the furniture, implements, and equipage which ren- 
der human lifecomfortable. How are these things 
to be obtained? They are to be obtained by fa- 
cilitating, as much as possible, all the operations 


of agriculture, of the mechanic arts, and of com- | 


merce. Spread knowledge by an Agricultural Bu- 


reau or Department; protect our own labor and | 


manufactures against a ruinous foreign competi- 


tion, and unfurl your commercial flag on every | 
Establish liberal exchanges | 


sea and every shore. 
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with all the nations of the earth, and thereby give 
thecommodities which we produce, for those which 
are peculiar to the climates, soils, and manufac- 
turing establishments of other nations. In this 
way you multiply facilities for obtaining food, 
clothing, and every human convenience, comfort, 
and luxury. In this way, by such an exchange 
of commodities, you avail yourself of all that God 
has done to benefit the whole human race in the 
creation of a variety ofclimates and soils, and en- 
dowing each with its peculiar mineral, vegetable, 
and animal productions. 

By the operations of commerce you give to 
men in every region the productions of every other 
region, and you employ the labor of every people 
in those pursuits and occupations best suited to 
their peculiar climates, soils, and circumstances, 
and thus you accomplish more for the whole race 
than would be possible under the system of Japanese 
seclusion and non-intercourse. These blessings are 
attainable by and through the treaty-making power 
of the Federal Constitution. [am for freely using 
that power to enlarge our intercourse with the 
nations of the earth. It is the way to give cheap 
and abundant food and clothing, comforts and 
luxuries, to all mankind. No intellectual and 
moral progress can be made among a starving 
people. 
our physical wants, so as to save some time which 
we can devote to intellectual and moral improve- 
ment. The man or the nation whose whole time 
is consumed in a hard struggle for daily bread, can 
make but little progress in moral and intellectual 
elevation. It is, therefore, in my opinion, a first 
duty with Governments, so far as they have the 
power, to secure comfortable subsistence for the 
people and allow them time for moral and intel- 
lectual improvement. 
ment, in this respect, consists in protecting the 
labor of its own citizens and opening the markets 
of all the world by commercial treaties. That, in 
my judgment, is the first step in our onward and 
upward progress as a nation. The commercial 
intercourse of nations directly leads to the social 
intercourse of their respective citizens, and thus 
is generated that cordiality and fraternity of which 
we hear so much said, and of which I sometimes 
think we feel but little. 

Commerce is the handmaid, the instrument of 
intellectual improvement; for, in the exchange of 
commodities of different countries, you necessarily 
implant new ideas, opinions, and sentiments. In 
reference to the first step of human progress—the 


supply of physical wants—I defy my friend from | 


Michigan to go beyond me; and I will now proceed 
to show how the second step is to be taken—in 


relation to the intellectual improvement of our race | 


so far as it depends upon the legitimate operations 
of this Government. 1 am for taking the second 
step in human progress by throwing wide open 
every channel to the acquisition of new ideas and 
new facts. If we are to do anything for mankind 
politically; if we are to elevate through our instru- 
mentality the oppressed people of the earth above 
the condition of mere serfs, governed by arbitrary 
power; if we are to make them republicans, ca- 


pable of maintaining free institutions like ours, by | 


which each citizen is secured in the enjoyment of 
those natural rights which the God of Nature has 
given him, we must begin by instructing and en- 
lightening the mind in the knowledge of those 
great, yet simple principles, by the observance of 
which liberty, equality, and republican govern- 
ment are secured and maintained. The American 
people have been instructed as no other nation on 
this earth has been, in reference to those principles. 
They have been instructed as if by the very finger 
of God. They received lesson after lesson in 
theircolonial condition. They were taught by the 
ablest and most skillful masters during the seven 
years’ war of independence. Our fathers left 
Europe for the sake of freedom, and they and 
their children have had more than two hundred 
years’ experience of its blessings, and that expe- 
rience,through every vicissitude, has taught them 
not only the value of republican liberty, but the 
best methods of securing and maintaining it. 


I was happy to hear the honorable gentleman | 


from Michigan say that this American invention, 
by which a Federal Government has been devised, 
exercising power for general and for national ob- 


jects, and allowing the States to exercise all the | 
owers necessary for local and municipal purposes, | 


jects than those which h 


| completed by the formation of a genera! J 
| ment. 


The first necessity is to provide well for | 


The duty of our Govern- | 


| doms of the earth, that we may overturn monarehy 


| therefore discard violence and war as means 
| which we may legitimately teach mankind 





Dee. 23, 


» Whir h defn, 


discovered. Written constitutions 
the rights of men, divide and limit the 
powers of Government, are the most efficien : 
ments to promote the political progress a nt instry. 
and | will show you directly, how the Feder — 


tem can be properly extended to e Tal sys. 


mbrace other, 

: ave heretofore he.” 
braced by its operation, limited as jt he ae 
the States composing our Union. ~ 
it is nothing but a division of labor and pow ' 
is a division of labor and power, ania’ Mpitle 
assign one class of subjects to be adminis: mein 
one set of men, excluding others from al 
ting with them. By such division, vou che ; 
potic power; for the very definition of hoa ‘ 
is the union of all power, executive, ‘udicin), om 
legislative, in the hands of the same indivi, 


‘ Hee, 
The y hole 


uch a 


| individuals, as an aggregate body. Our Ped, 7 


scheme existed in essence long before it was 
Its essence may be found in the differ y 
departments of the State governments bees 
you assign the legislative functions to ina A 
ment, and exclude the officers of every oad . 
partment from participating in them; and go of, 
Judicial and executive departments. It was.» 
improvement when we separated the class of , 
eral powers from those which were local, any s 


a. 


tablished a National Government to administer 


ern. 


. 


| one, leaving the other to the exclusive jurisdiction 


of the States. 

This Federal Government was the natural req): 
of the condition of things at the termination of 
American Revolution. The Almighty had prenared 
the American people for the division of pojjtica 
powers between two Governments, State and Pa. 


| eral, by the necessity of a confederation durine the 
| war, and the debts, want of credit, and commer 
| difficulties which afflicted them at its close, Happy 


for us that our wise fathers saw the true condition 
of things, and gave us the Federal Constitution anq 
Government, under which we have so prosperoys. 
ly lived. I rejoice that they found a remedy agains: 
despotism, and a bulwark to protect the righis of 


man in written constitutions, separating, divid 


| and limiting the powers of Government, and ¢\s 


tributing them into separate departments. | rejoice 
that two Governments, State and National, haye 


| been instituted, making a further division of polit 


cal power, and thereby rendering it less dangerous 


| to human rights. 


I thank my friend from Michigan for having 
adverted to the idea. But, sir, the problem is not 
yet solved, how the down-trodden, tax-paying, 
priest-ridden, and king-crushed nations of the eart! 
areto be instructed, and brought into thelightof our 
glorious systems. Wecannot, withouta violatior 
of their laws, send missionaries to explain and 
publish our system of government, prove the in- 
estimable value of freedom of speech, freedom of 
the press, and freedom of conscience, and then in- 
vite thesubject who suffers to redress his grievances 
by rebellion and blood. Were we tosend politics 
teachers to instruct, they would be arrested and 
imprisoned for sedition, if not hung for treason 
What, then, can we do, and what ought we to do, 
in aid of the political progress and elevation of 
mankind? Shall we commence by violence and 
force, under the impulses of a wild enthusiasm, @ 
crusading propagandism over the world? What 
shall we do, as being best calculated to ‘‘enlargethe 
area of freedom?”’ 


Are we to annez all the king- 


y 


and ** absolutism???’ Are we to intervene to arrest 


| the triumphs and encroachments of despotism’ 


Mr. President, in answer to these questions, ! 
; bg 
do not hesitate to say that I am totally an¢ 
itively against all efforts to instruct mankind by 


| whipping them with the implements of war into® 
_ knowledge of the truth. 
| stitute no part of my plan to elevate either indi- 


Force and violence cov- 


viduals or nations. War is the curse of nations. 
It creates a horde of drones to eat up and con 
sume the products of labor, and to make famines 
in the land. It brings in its train devastation 6" 


| death, and has no solitary influence to enlighten 
| the mind, except in the science of destruction, 


to impress the soul with benignity and — 


tne 
principles of natural right and popular gover 


ment. ¢ ; 1 
In the road of progress which lies before me, 


is the greatest political invention which was ever || see that the treaty-making power of this country, 
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the treaty ™ 
e wor d, may 


aking power of other countries in 
organize an international tribunal 
he purpose of settling disputes, and pledge the 
vue to execute the decrees of that tribunal. 
neh treaties War among the nations which 
by er ealate and agree, may be prevented. I 
i peace societies, Sir, ridiculed upon this floor 
cherday. It may be that the implements of 
"will never be entirely converted into plow- 
nen pruning-hooks. am no prophet. I 
"+ eollup the curtain which conceals the things 
rity; but if there ts truth in those predictions 
are recorded in the sacred book, the day is 
ae when nation shall make war against na- 
yo more, and forever. The man who closes 
ves to the progress of peace in the world, 
., declares that the waste and carnage of war 
 pever cease to pollute the earth, whatever 
saw be his professions of faith in the divinity of | 
ne Bible. is practically an infidel. Sir, if the Bible 
9 revelation of the Almighty through inspired 
the day must come when the clangor of war 
; ‘be heard no more, and peace, universal and 
nerpetual, Mall prevail. When that day arrives, 
‘aon ean teach nation, and man teach his fellow 
' _all science, all art, all truth, whether in pol- 


¢ 8 


V 


“ 


me 


. or morals, and there shall be none to mo- | 


-ormake himafraid. The first thing to do for 
tellectual and political progress of men, and 
the surest way to reach that end, is to secure per- 
manent peace among nations. Save the people 
«om the burdens and taxes of war, save them from 
' e exciting and maddening thoughts of sacked 
sities, and fatherless families, of maimed and mu- 
slated friends and brothers, and give them time to 
think of the arts, and pursuits, and avocations of 


the Il 


peace. 
‘ Carrying out those blessed ideas, I doubt not 
the day is coming when the nations of the world 
will have intelligence and virtue enough to enter 
to stipulations with each other to abide by the 
decisions of eminent and just men who may be 
selected to settle international disputes. Such a 
in is nothing more than an enlarged Federal 


} 


ystem for nations, separated by oceans and by | 


liference of language, and there is no reason why 

should not work as well for nations as our 
Federal system has worked for the States which 
compose It. 

Should two or more leading and influential Gov- 
ernments adopt the plan, it will be followed and 
sanctioned by nation after nation, until the evils re- 
sulting from war are extirpated from the face of the 
earth. In the mean time, I am opposed to all filli- 
bustering totake Cuba. Lam against all fillibuster- 
ingin the way of annexation eitherin regard to Cuba 


or Canada, or any other part of the world. I have | 


no faith, no, not a particle, in the idea of making 
men republicans,and qualifying them for liberty by 
the mere application of brute force, uprooting insti- 
tutions to which they have been long accustomed, 


and establishing other institutions before they are | 


prepared for them. Behold, and ask yourselves, 
what has been accomplished in the world by revolu- 

ns, Started by ambitious men and achieved by 
violence before the nation has been prepared for it. 
What is the condition of South America at this 
day? Revolution after revolution; one military 
man after another military man—no, sir, robber; 
they do not deserve to be called military men—one 
alter another fleecing the people, robbing the peo- 


pe, who seem to be incapable of resistance and | 


utterly destitute of capacity for self-covernment. 
_Mr. CASS. I would ask the Senator whether, 
i they had belonged to this country twenty years 
ago, they would not have been changed. 
‘ Mr. UNDERWOOD. I hope they would have 
been. [am speaking, though, for the purpose of 
ustrating my principles. I will attend in a mo- 
ment to the idéa which the Senator has thrown 
out. I give the example of the Spanish republics 
_our continent to show that, until the masses 
the people, by the improvement of the intellect, 


un 


of 


of 


o 


eovernmental machinery can be made to work to 
Protect those rights; and until they are able by 
moral and intellectual power, instend of fraud and 
violence, to put aind keep that taachinery in con- 
Unual and successful operation, their revolutions 
and wars only precipitate them down the descend- 
ing slope of progress from one state of degrada- 
tion to another, so that from the lowest depth to 


which they hasten, there is no hope of resurrec- | 


tion. The history of the revolutions of Spanish 


THE 


derstand their rights; until they see how the | 


colonies proves the truth of my position. Look 
also at France. Sir, some of the constitutions of 
that country, which | have read, are upon paper 
as beautiful compositions, abounding in as glo- 
rious truths in reference to human rights as ever 
were penned; but what isa French constitution 
upon paper? It is nothing, because there is not 
intellectual and moral power in the masses of the 
people, and stability of purpose to have a written 
constitution observed and executed. Sir, the 
nations of Europe, before they can be free, must 
learn how to divide power as we have dene, and 
then they must understand the value and import- 
ance of abiding by the laws until constitutionally 
changed—a thing in which I have often thought 
my Democratic friends were very deficient. 

In the first revolution of France which succeed- 
ed our own, there was a party in that country, 
headed by the exalted, the patriotic, the noble, 
the generous Lafayette, denominated the Girond- 
ists. I have read with intense anxiety the strug- 
gle of that Girondist party, for the purpose of 
establishing a Government in France to secure ra- 
tional liberty, such as it was believed the French 
people were capable of maintaining and enjoying, 
under a written constitution, dividing, distributing, 
and limiting its powers in a manner somewhat 
analogous to our system; and | have lamented the 
prevalence and success of that Jacobinical spirit, 
that fiendish, infernal spirit, of such demagognes 
as Robespierre and Danton ,which, administering to 
the vile passions of infuriated mobs, overwhelmed 
the Girondists, and sent their leading members, 
with the accomplished Madam Roland, to the guil- 
lotine. Often have I pondered on the scene and 
the speeches made at the last supper of the Girond- 
ists, on the night preceding their execution. Often 
have I thought of the memorable and thrilling rea- 
son assigned by M. Roland for committing suicide: 
‘* Stranger, who shall discover these remains, treat 
them with respect. They are those of a man who, 
after the murder of his wife, refused to remain 
longer in a world so polluted by crime.”’ 

The horrible events of the ** Reign of Terror,” as 
it has been aptly called, in revolutionary France, 
are pregnant with instruction. They demonstrate 
that an ignorant and oppressed multitude, however 
potent to pull down a throne, are totally incompe- 
tent to build up a republic. Life, liberty, and 
property, the primary objects of all government, 
can find no protection where ignorance, envy, 
poveity, and hatred, have the ascendency, and 
make war upon intelligence and patriotism. All 
popular efforts, unless guided by wisdom and vir- 
tue, exhaust themselves by folly and crime, and 
| terminate, as in France, by the reéstablishment of 
monarchy. 

Sir, the history of the world shows that no peo- 
ple can be free, and sustain a representative popu- 


lar Government, until their minds and hearts are 


imbued with wisdom, virtue, moderation, and jus- 
tice. This fillibustering spirit, which too much pre- 
vails amongst the American people, favoring the 
annexation of everybody, whether they are pre- 
pared for liberty or not, will, I fear, prove fatal to 
the Union, and subvert, as our Government breaks 
to pieces, the last hope of mankind in favor of 
freedom. This foreign leaven, which we are con- 
tinually introducing and annexing, instead of pro- 
|, ducing a wholesome fermentation, may produce 
| the taint of death. I am afraid, by annexing 
Spaniards, Mexicans, Creoles, people who, from 
| their past history, are not prepared for the govern- 
ment and liberty which we enjoy, that, instead of 
elevating them and our institutions, we shall but 
inoculate ourselves with the virus of political pes- 
tilence and certain death. Now, it may be that if 
we had annexed the islands of the Gulf and the 
whole continent as far south as the Straits of Ma- 
gellan, twenty years ago, according to the sugges- 
tion of my friend from Michigan, we might possi- 
bly, by educating the inhabitants and training them 
for their new position, have induced them to 
change their habits of thought and their principles, 
and thus we may have fitted them to become good 
citizens and republicans. I admit such a change 
to be possible; but it is a mere speculation whether 
it would or would not occur; and J, for one, am 
unwilling to risk, upon mere speculation, the doing 
of @ thing which must endanger, if not destroy, 
the institutions of my own country. 
Sir, there is a safer plan, in my opinion, by 
which we may benefit others and risk no injury 


|) to ourselves, and that is, to go on and consolidate | 
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our Union; build up new States out of our vast 
Territories as the population expands; reapect the 
division of power between the State and Federal 
Governments; be cautious never to transcend the 
»owers we have; never interfere with the powers 
relonging to the States; improve the physical condi- 
tion of the people, and thereby give them means 
and leisure to cultivate the intellects and morals of 
their children; and thus set an example before the 
world, which shall induce all men to inguire why 
itis that the American people are so happy —why 
it is that they are not oppressed by taxation ?—why 
it is that justice is so well administered among 
them, and every citizen so fully protected in his 
rights?—why it is that fraternity, equality, har- 
mony and peace so generally prevail ?—and how 
it is that there are no export or import duties levied 
upon articles of trade and commerce, among the 
citizens of the States, by State authority? Let us 
so exhibit ourselves and our Governments that 
these questions shall be asked by every people with 
whom we have intercourse. We can then furnish 
instructive answers by stating facts, and facts alone. 
We shall not advise sedition by stating facts in 
regard to our country, our people, and our Gov- 
ernment. These facts when detailed will illumin- 
ate and instruct the mind of the inquirer. They 
will become the elements of thought; and as they 
are known and spread through the world, nations, 
seeing our progress, as soon as they understand 
it, will follow in our tracks. Until they are in 
structed, and fully comprehend, there no more 
reason to believe that they can build up, and suc 
cessfully maintain, institutions like ours, than 
there is for believing that a lad of ten years can 
navigate a ship, oraschoo!] girl command an arm Vv 
with success. Let us extend our commercial in- 
tercourse, and embrace all nations. The inter- 
course between man and man in the transaction of 
their business will naturally and necessarily lead 
to an interchange of ideas and opinions; and thus 
when nations import our productions, they will 
receive them stamped with our thoughts and prin- 
ciples of Government. No vigilance can suppress 
or detect the exchange of sentiments and opinions 
which is continually foing on among men, W ho 
are brought in contact by purchasing and 
or exchanging commodities. We 
fore, look to our commercial intercourse as the best 
means of informing other nations, and preparing 
them to enlarge the area of freedom, by imitating 
our example. Physical power the world over re- 
sides with the masses, and when they thoroughly 
understand their rights, they will knew 
assert them successfully. But without under- 
standing, without knowledge, and without virtue 
men are biped brutes, incapable of self-rovern- 
ment; and if that be the condition of the masses, 
the discerning few, who have lives and property 
to lose, and who dread guillotines and confisca- 
tions, will take refuge and seek protection under 
the strong arm of a military dictator, or absclute 
sovereign, rather than submit to popular pillage. 
Their instincts tell them, that they are safer in the 
hands of one generous robber, than in the 
of forty thieves. 
lose, and nothing to gain by violence and perpet- 
ual changes, are not willing to trust themselves in 
the hands of those who have everything to gain 
and nothing to lose. Thatis the reason why you 
see Louis Napolean dignified with an Empire, and 
the title of Napoleon III. 

1 concur most heartily with the Senator from 
Michigan, that one of the great elements of prog- 
ress is the internal improvement of the country. 
I took occasion, during the last session, to indorse 
him as a good Whig upon that subject, and it 
gives me pleasure to extend to him the right hand 
of fellowship whenever he talks about internal im- 


1s 


selling, 


should, there- 


how to 


, 


har ds 
Those who have something to 


provements. But there is in this country a large 
party, a formidable party, that can find no consti- 
tutional power in the General Government to 


build a bridge, open a road, or dig a eanal. I[ 
wish, with all my heart, that that party may see 
new lights under the teachings of the Senator from 
Michigan, and that they may find the power, under 
the Constitution of the country, to build a great 
rai'road to the Pacific from the mouth of the Ohio 
—tihat is the proper point, sir—from the mouth of 
the Ohio; and why is it? I see you smile, sir. It 
is not the proper point because it suits Kentucky. 
No, sir. It is not the proper point because the 
territory of Kentucky touches it. No, sir. But 
it is the proper point because the Almighty has 
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concentrated more great rivers at and near that 


oint than anywhere else on the earth a 1 may 
Lave ocean steamboat navigation from the Gulf of 
Mexico up to the mouth of the Ohio ne is all, if 
not the whole year; and you cannot have it higher 


than that. Now, sir, start your railroad there, 
and take it to the West, to California, to the Pa- 
cific, and look in the progress of events to the 
mighty results. The whole platform has been 


laid down by that learned and scier aa man a 
the head of the Observatory ~Lieute t Maury 
You will have your ocean steam baake running 


from the mouth of the Ohio, if you will make 
port of entry and delivery there, throuchout t 
whole of the West India Islands, and passing bi 
yond them to the Orinoco, to the Amaz 
the La Plata, and entering them all; 

discharge your cargoes of imports at 
of the Ohio, thence to be distributed by smaller 
boats over the whole of the great valley which 
furnishes twenty thousand miles of internal nav 

gation. That distribution, in eats to heavy art 

cles ,can be accomplished ches aper by water - than 
by railroad transportation; but when water com- 
munications will not accomplish every purpose, 
what remains can be done by the railroads con- 
verging there. ‘Thus we shall build up a grea 
commercial emporium in the heart of our country 
Sut that is not half the value which the Pacific 
railroad may accomplish. It will be the strongest 
cement to bind the States on the Pacific to thase 
on the Atlantic, and both sea-boards with the cen- 
tral States of the Mississippi valley. It will facil- 
itate the transportation of the mail 





s, troops, and 


munitions of war, and in these respects be of in- 
calculable national importance, to say nothing of 
the accommodations it will afford to travelers and 
emigrants. 


lt may be thought somewhat inconsistent, after 
what I have already said in favor of the total ex- 
tirpation of war as one of the best, if not the 
most efficient step of human elevation and prog 
ress, that 1 should now commend the construc 
tion of a railroad because of its advantages in aid- 
ing military operations. Sir, I desire to be clearly 
understood. I wish to suppress war by enlicht- 
ening mankind, and inducing them to settle differ- 
ences by peaceable means. But if I cannot con 
vince men and nations that such is their true in- 
terest; that disputes when settled through violence 
and blood are as likely to be settled wrong as 
right, and therefore, that those who seek justice 
should resort to some other arbiter; if I cannot es- 
tablish my prine iples is a rule for international con 
duct, and other nations, regardless of our richts, 
attack us, or seriously insult and trespass upon 
us, | am for repelling force by force, and admin- 
istering a wholesome chastisement. If appeals to 
reason are not sufficient to protect us, then I will 
seek protection at the cannon’s mouth. 
advocate for passive submission to insult and in 
jury. On the contrary, I hold that punishment 
for serious aggressions and injuries should be in 
flicted upon offenders, both for their reformation 
and an example to evil-doers. Consequently, 
when one nation cannot be restrained in its outrage 
upon the rights of another by peaceful means, 
war becomes the rightful remedy. We oucht not, 
therefore, in the present state of the principles 
which saheaie e the conduct of nations, to over- 





look or neglect the military and naval defenses of 


the country. 

Mr. President, I shall be happy to coéperate 
with the Senator from Mik chigan, and his political 
friends, in constructing the Pacific railroad, whethei 
the : starting point b e the ohh the Ohio, or a 
other place. Sir, the party to which he belo: 
can do it. I can do nothing. Iam in the minor 
ity. I have but one vote, and no influence. All 
I can do is to say to those who can accomplish 
the magnificent work, ‘I am sure you are right 
now co ahead.”’ 

Mr. President, if we could ar? be convinced 
that the improvement of our own country, by 
canals, by slack-water, by railroads, was the most 
efficient way to promote the upw ard progress of 
our people, ‘and then go to work, we should have 
no time for fillibustering and engaging in wars, and 
seeking to annex other countries. I tell gentle- 
men, the people of this country, unless my judg- 
ment errs very much, will deprecate as much as | 
do, the commencement of any war with a view to 
acquire more territory. I speak of the substan- 
tial men of the country with whom I sympathize, 


1y 


, 


and of whom I hope Lam one. Iam not willing 
to pay taxes, or ‘borrow money, and create a 
large r national debt to support wars for conquest 
and annexation, or even to purchase new territo- 
ries at extravagant prices; and such will be my 
doctrine when I retire from this Chamber and go 
home. I shall say to my neighbors, let us not 
willingly contribute to support drones and idlers 
st patriotic and philanthropic pro- 
fessions of enlarging the ** area of freedom,’ and 
ve enjoy, are 
ie enlargement of Executive 
atronage, | their own individual aggrandize- 
ment. r, the substantial yeomanry of the coun- 
try, men who are willing to labor for a living, and 
who expect no prizes in /fillibustering lotteries; that 
pulation of this country who are 
now doing well, and have no expectation of sud- 
ly j ¢ into a large fortune by any revolu- 
‘,unless I misjudge them very much, 
are not willing to be taxed to increase our_ar- 
mies and navi , or to speculate in new acquisi- 


conferring upon others the blessings v 


3 given you my ideas in reference to 
y which will best promote the upward 
ind intellectual progress of our own and 
other nations which we may desire to mould into 
ir likene { have a few remarks now to make 
in relation to mor progress. 
some eighteen 
hundred and atty-two y rears in the world. Its 
rogress has not been w hat its friends desired it to 
be. It has not accomplished i in that time the re- 
ceneration of one half, perhaps not one twentieth 
of the human race; but its progress of late years, 
is forward and onward with accelerating veloc ity. 
In the commercial connections which are formed 
and forming all over the world, the doors are 
ed fora wider and more rapid advancement 
of the Christian religion, than has existed at any 
former period. The churches have availed theni- 
selves of those facilities, and through their mis- 
sionaries are in every direction invading the pa- 
van world. 


ul and religious 
Ihe Christian religion has been 


The churches send no armed crusades, such as 


those which origin ited with that zealot, Peter the 
Hermit, and which the providence of God suffered 
to perish in disa a salutary warning to all 
progressives of the Kinkel and Kossuth schools, 


rentlemen who be a ve in the 


efficacy of gunpow- 
der and intervention! The chure hes quietly and 
calmly raise their hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars annually for missions. Kinkel, after numer. 
ous appealsto indignant and excited progressives, 
rot about$s, 000, ten or twenty dollars of it in Lon- 
don, find the residue from humbugged Americans. 
How much Kossuth rot for the liberation of Hun- 
cary, has not been reported. Kinkel has offered 
ided contributors, the excess, 
xpenses, provided they will ap- 
ssuth is as silent as the grave in 
respect to contributions in his pockets: and I sup- 
pose they will go pretty much as the sums went 


that wert raise dj ai the instance of Daniel O’C on- 


to re tun to his del 
aft edu tinge € 
ply for it. K 


nell and o ther agitators some years before, for the 
liberati f Ireiand—they will go where they will 
no me re ti S aie of, 


The difference in the amounts contributed to 
spread the Gospel and Christian principles over the 
ind those contributed to liberate oppressed 
people is strikingly enormous, and it proves how 
ho work for the Gospel, 
and how insignificant the faith is of those who 
work for intervention, notwithstanding their noisy 
vociferations. I rejoice at the difference. Religion 
triumphs int 1e competition. P 

I entertain the opinion, Mr. President, that our 
Government may aid, properly and constitutional- 
ly, the progress of Christianity, How can it be 


t the faith in those w 


The Government ca 
making power. 
our treaties that 


ow Y 
shall be 


1 help it through the treaty- 

Let us, if possible, stipulate in 
our citizens when residing abroad, 
allowed the liberty of assembling and 
worshipping God ac cording to the dictates of their 
consciences. Sucha privilege would be esteemed 

to our people. Its exercise 
attention of the neighborhoods 
ies in which their public worship might 
take place. The consequence would be inquiry, 
the diffusion of knowledge, and ultimately, the 

adoption of Christ ianity in its purity. The mis- 
sionary would feel safer when his right to wor- 
ship pr ublic ly was guarantied by treaty. 


one of great value 
would attract the 


and cit 
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Iam glad that petitions have a 
sented asking Congress to adopt mea 
which free religious worship may he ~ 
our people wherever they may be k 


lready 


cated 

face of the globe. : 

Freedom of conscience is as essential 
freedom of the mind; and the great pro ie 
ess y 


has been made since the American Rey, 
been the result of the combined freedom, _; 
mind and soul. The untrammeled ia , 
the mind and the undisguised publication 
sentiments of the soul are the creat lev; 
human progress every where. We must o} 
and full scope to the intellect and the » 
in order to develop and improve oy ' 
Such freedom is the creative laborat eas 2 ip 
ideas, the fire to kindle new thoughts s. 
power to spread abroad new princ iples 2 
examination and adoption if true, or rei 
false. No danger can finally result fron eine 
to propagate false theories and doctrines en 
as the admirable, and, I hope, the eternal m Xin of 
Jefferson prevails, that ‘error may be tolera 
when reason is left free to combat it. $s S 
the slavery of reason and conscience, the eo 
sion Which drives them along the iia tn 
which prevents and hinders mankind in byi\q;, 
up the temples of liberty and peace th 1roughoy 
the world. Demetrius, who makes shri nes f 
Diana, stands in the way of reform. But 

pated reason and conscience will push him 
and triumph in the end. Such, at least, is m: 
faith. All that this Government can do for ss, 
present, in regard to Christian progress, is to po} 
to the condition of our people scattered over th, 
world, and endeavor, if possible, to secure 
the right of open public worship, and 
gradually emancipate the intellect and soul of : 
heathen from the slavery of superstition and P 
idolatry. 1 also wish to see in all countries 
fessing Christianity, each sect have equal 
with every other, to address the reason of { 
people in respect to their respective creed; 
best beginning to accomplish this is a treaty 
stipulations, to secure the freedom of } 

ship to our citizens abroad. 

I have presented my ideas of progress, ; 
ascending progress which will conduct us ¢ 
summit of human perfectibility. With these 
ions, in regard to the elements of true progress, | 
assent to the declaration in the message, that t 
is ‘an age of progress.”’ 
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We are indebted for 
this ascending progress to the giant intell 
the past and the present. We owe them 
grateful remembrance. The heroes and sages 
our Revolution stand at the head of the list 
having established the absolute freedom of | 
mind and conscience, and invented a syster 
Government by the division of ea wer 
which enables our people with safety and justice 
and peace to govern themselves. Sa. Locke 
and Wewtbia,” were preéminent in the intellectus 
and philosophical departments of science. R 
sey, an unknown name, of brilliant genius wil 
fortune, who died of anapopl vlectic fit in Europe, 
who, at Shepherdstown, Virginia, first pr yell 
boat by the application of steam, and who pred 
in the last century that steamships would 
the Alantic in twelve days; and Fitch, who took 
the idea of steam navigation a little subsequent! 
Rumsey; and Fulton, who, after having | 
the instruction which Rumsey imparted t 
in London, ultimately succeeded in New York— 
these are three American pion eers ' 
vation, who deserve to live in our memories fore 
Their inventive talents were of incaleulab! ev ie 
aid of the ascending progress of the wor! d. i ¢ 
to come down to living men, there is Mr. 
who taught us to control and use the electricity 
heaven in carrying messages for man. Thee 
hundreds of inventors, memorials of whose uselu 
labors, in every department of life, may be fou 
in our Patent Office. These are the living 
who with Arkwright, Whitney, and Fa 
otaers, who, by their inv entions, when living g, ga 
being and impulse to the useful mechanic arts 
these are the men who should be remembered 
honored through all ages. 


in steam ! 
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cease to rejoice in their revelations. They | 
done more for the elevation and happiness of! 


kind, than all the warriors that have exulted | D 8 
‘‘ rapture of the strife,”’ and the conquest 0! »* 


tions, from the defeat of the kings of Sodom « 


The divinity of true 
progress inspired them, ~and the world will never 
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